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The August 26, 2014 meeting of the Environmental Protection Committee was called to order by
Chairman Philip Wilheit.

Chairman Wilheit called on Ray Lambert, Chairman of the Environmental Protection Committee,
who called on Jeff Cown, Chief of the Land Protection Branch, to give an overview of EPD’s Land
Protection Branch.

Mr. Cown gave a presentation on the Land Protection Branch which included information on the
Solid Waste Management Program, the Scrap Tire Management Program, Waste Reduction and
Recycling, Surface Mining, the Underground Storage Tank Program, the Lead Based Paint and Asbestos
Program, the Hazardous Waste Management Program, Hazardous Waste Corrective Action, Hazardous
Sites Inventory, Voluntary Remediation and the Brownfield Redevelopment Program.

Chairman Lambert called on Mr. Cown to present the proposed FY2015 Solid Waste Trust Fund
Spend Plan.

Mr. Cown stated the Solid Waste Trust Fund was established in 1990 and is funded by a $1.00
fee on each new tire sold by retail tire dealers. He further stated the fee was reauthorized in 2014 for
five years.

Mr. Cown stated the FY2015 priorities are: to focus on scrape tire pile prevention and cleanup;
initiate a program to reimburse local governments for scrap tire abatement projects; clean up
abandoned landfills and respond to solid waste emergencies; and reduce solid waste and increase
recovery of materials.

Mr. Cown stated EPD requests the Board’s approval to expend up to $2,922,232 from the Solid
Waste Trust Fund during FY2015.

Mr. Cown stated he would request the Committee recommend that the Board approve the item
as presented.

A motion was made by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Phelps and carried unanimously that the

Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed FY 2015 Solid

Waste Trust Fund Spend Plan, as presented.

Mr. Lambert called on Mr. Cown to present the proposed amendments to the Rules for
Hazardous Site Response.
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Mr. Cown stated the Committee was briefed on this proposal in June. He stated during the
public notice period two written comments were received from the Georgia Water Coalition and the
Georgia Brownfield Association. He further stated EPD responded to both comments and stakeholder
concerns were addressed to the extent possible during drafting of the proposed rules prior to issuance
of the public notice. He added no further changes are recommended in response to comments received.

Mr. Cown stated a stakeholder meeting was held in March 2014. He further stated the Board
was briefed on the proposed revisions in June and a public hearing was held in July.

Mr. Cown stated he would request the Committee recommend that the Board approve the item
as presented.

Chairman Lambert stated two speakers had signed up to speak on this item.

Chairman Lambert called on Holly Hill, Georgia Brownfield Association, who spoke in support of
the proposed rule.

Chairman Lambert called on Doug Cloud, Georgia Industry of Environmental Coalition, who
spoke in support of the proposed rule.

A motion was made by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Ms. Johnson and carried unanimously that the

Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to

Rules for Hazardous Site Response, Chapter 391-3-19, as presented.

Chairman Lambert called on Jud Turner, Director of the Environmental Protection Division, who
stated the purpose of the next item was to ensure consistency between EPD’s rules and the 2014
amendments to the Flint River Drought Protection Act (SB 213) which passed the General Assembly
during the 2014 legislative session.

Chairman Lambert called on Jac Capp, Chief of the Watershed Protection Branch, to brief the
Committee on the proposed amendments to the Rules for the Flint River Drought Protection Act.

Mr. Capp stated the General Assembly passed SB 213, which amended the Flint River Drought
Protection Act, during the 2014 session and it was signed into law by the Governor on April 16, 2014.

Mr. Capp stated the amended law amended the irrigation reduction auction provisions by giving
the EPD Director more discretion whether to declare a severe drought to implement the auction;
included new provisions for agriculture irrigation efficiency requirements; and included new provisions
for protecting augmented flows.

Mr. Capp stated the Flint River Drought Protection Act becomes effective after the next regular
session of the General Assembly unless a resolution is introduced to disapprove the rules and it passes
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both of the houses. He further stated EPD held a public stakeholder meeting on July 24 in Albany. He
added comments were received through July 31 and informed development of the proposed rule.

Mr. Capp identified the main revisions of the statute regarding the irrigation reduction auction
provisions, irrigation efficiency requirements, and protection of augmented flows.

Mr. Capp stated the public notice period regarding these rules would begin on August 29, 2014.
He further stated a public hearing would be held in September. He added EPD anticipated requesting
the Board’s approval of these proposals at the December 2014 meeting.

Discussion ensued regarding the changes to the irrigation reduction auction provisions.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



