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The August 30, 2016 meeting of the Parks, Recreation, and Historic Sites Committee was called
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Chairman Bagwell called on Nancy Addison, member of the Parks, Recreation, and Historic Sites
Committee in the absence of the chairman and vice chairman.

Ms. Addison called on Becky Kelley, Director of the Parks, Recreation, and Historic Sites
Division, for a presentation on the Georgia Plan for Outdoor Recreation 2017-2021.

Ms. Kelley stated that every 5 years the state of Georgia updates the Statewide Comprehensive
Plan (SCORP). She further stated that the SCORP has been in production for the last year as they moved
through a process mandated by the Federal government. She added that it will be open for public
comment between now and the October Board meeting when the Board will vote.

Ms. Kelley stated that after the final version is approved by the National Parks Service, it will
become the guide for distributing appropriations from the Land and Water Conservation Fund. She
further stated that the Division was assisted by Vanguard Contingent, the Carl Vinson Institute of
Government, and Greenlnfo to make the SCORP possible.

Ms. Kelley thanked the Advisory Committee for their input and assistance. Ms. Kelley further
stated that the SCORP document is a brief document based on the award-winning SCORP document
they developed in 2008. She added that it is required to have certain components.

Ms. Kelley stated that in the development of the SCORP document, they inventoried outdoor
recreation opportunities and created an online map including amenities. She further stated that a
telephone survey of about 1,100 Georgia residents and surveys of local, state and federal practitioners.
She added that in order to gather public input they used the following methods: dedicated website,
press releases, social media announcements, three public meetings, three focus groups, meetings of the
Advisory Committee and Board of Natural Resources, and presentation to several audiences and
conferences.

Ms. Kelley stated the phone survey gathered excellent information about reasons why
Georgians choose to recreate. She further stated that a repeated demand was made for trails and better
accessibility. She added that studies show that people are more physically active when recreation
activities are available.

Ms. Kelley stated that local and state economies are stimulated by the presence of abundant
and well-managed outdoor recreation areas. She further stated that the demand for parks, trails and
outdoor recreation opportunities will continue to increase. She added that the demand will increase
across the state including urban areas.

Ms. Kelley stated that the strategic action statement is made up of 4 parts: 1) Parks promote
healthy communities; 2) Parks enhance economic vitality; 3) Parks conserve natural resources and 4)
collaboration is necessary.

Ms. Kelley thanked all contributors.
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



