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Attending: 
 
Committee Members Staff Members 
Ray Lambert, Chairman Mark Williams 
Steven Woodruff, Vice Chairman Todd Holbrook 
Dennis Billew Homer Bryson 
Warren Budd Spud Woodward 
Phyllis Johnson Dan Forster 
Rob Leebern Becky Kelley 
Jim Walters Dave Crass 
Philip Wilheit Steve Friedman 
Earl Barrs, Board Chairman, ex-officio Emily Hitchcock 
 Kyle Pearson 
 Mike Harris 
Board Members Doralyn Kirkland 
Bill Carruth Jeff Weaver 
Walter Hudson Jon Jensen 
Mabel Jenkins Eddie Henderson 
Duncan Johnson Steven Adams 
Mark Smith Mark Whitney 
Loyce Turner Ben Stowers 
 Cathy Barnette 
 Mary Ann Evans 
Visitors Hellen Harris 
State Senator Donzella James, District 35  
Debra Jones-Bazemore, Senator Donzella James’ Assistant  
Pamela Flores, Raccoon Hogg Community Development Corporation  
Al Bartell, Raccoon Hogg Community Development Corporation  
Alex Henderson, Raccoon Hogg Community Development Corporation  
Diana Wedincamp, Ogeechee RiverKeeper  
Emily Markesteyn, Ogeechee Riverkeeper  
Bill Hunter, Ogeechee River Property Owner  
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Hunter, Ogeechee River Property Owner  
Mr. Shuman, Ogeechee River Property Owner  
Gordon Rogers, Flint RiverKeeper  
April Ingle, Georgia River Network  
Monte Simpson, Weyerhauser  
Jeannine Haynes, Georgia Transmission Corporation  
Clayton Doherty, Georgia Transmission Corporation  
Karl Ledford, Georgia Transmission Corporation  
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Walter Jones, Morris News Service  
John Eberhart, Georgia Earth Alliance  
Phil Zinsmeister, Sierra Club  
Ronny Just, Georgia Power  
Bryan Tolar, Georgia Agribusiness Council  
Katie Kirkpatrick, Metro Atlanta chamber of Commerce  
Debbie Phillips, Georgia Industry Environmental Coalition  
David Pendered, Saporta Report.com  
Lydia Swain, All Justices Concur.net  
Doug Fulle, Oglethorpe Power  
Glenn Dowling, National Wildlife Federation  
Monte Simpson, Weyerhaeuser  
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 The December 6, 2011 meeting of the Environmental Protection Committee was called to order 
by Chairman Earl Barrs.  Chairman Barrs called on Ray Lambert, Chairman of the Environmental 
Protection Committee. 
 
 Mr. Lambert stated that there were no action items or briefings, but that two informational 
speakers had requested to address the Committee.  He further stated that the first item was concerning 
renewable energy and called on Monte Simpson, Public Affairs, Weyerhaeuser. 
 
 Mr. Simpson gave a PowerPoint presentation on “Renewable Energy Policy and why it Matters.” 
(PowerPoint attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Mr. Lambert stated that he would like to call on Emily Hitchcock, Executive Counsel, to address 
the Committee and Board. 
 
 Ms. Hitchcock stated that she would like to remind the Committee and Board that several items 
on the Georgia Water Coalition’s press release relating to the “Dirty Dozen” are currently under 
litigation with the Department of Natural Resources, or are potentially going to be litigated in the future.  
She further stated that other items are currently under investigation.  She added that the Law 
Department has recommended that public officials and public employees not comment on matters in 
litigation or potentially in litigation.  She further added that if matters are under investigation, those 
investigative reports and documents are all protected until the investigation is over under the Open 
Records Act, and, as always, Board Members are encouraged to talk to staff outside of the Board 
meeting if they have questions regarding the status of an investigation. 
 
 Mr. Lambert called on Dianna Wedincamp, Ogeechee RiverKeeper. 
 
 Ms. Wedincamp stated that she would like to call on Gordon Rogers, Flint RiverKeeper, for 
comments.  
 
 Mr. Rogers stated that he was speaking on behalf of the Georgia Water Coalition and voiced his 
concern for several rivers listed on the “Dirty Dozen” list, and how public comments are handled.  
 
 Ms. Wedincamp voiced her concerns on the recent fish kill on the Ogeechee River and on her 
perception that the Board lacked proper response to this situation. 
 
 Ms. Wedincamp called on Joe Hunter, property owner along the Ogeechee River, who voiced his 
concerns on the recent fish kill on the Ogeechee River, and thanked the Department of Natural 
Resources employees who helped to clean up the river. 
 
 Mr. Lambert stated that the Board of Natural Resources takes their responsibilities very 
seriously on protecting the environment and thanked the speakers for their comments. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 


