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Attending: 
 
Board Members Staff Members 
Earl Barrs, Chairman Mark Williams 
Dennis Billew Allen Barnes 
Warren Budd Todd Holbrook 
Bill Carruth Spud Woodward 
Joe Hatfield Dave Crass 
Walter Hudson Becky Kelley 
Duncan Johnson Marlin Gottschalk 
Ray Lambert Dan Forster 
Rob Leebern Emily Hitchcock 
Mark Smith Kyle Pearson 
Jim Walters Lauren Curry 
Philip Watt Doug Haymans 
Philip Wilheit Hellen Talley-McRae 
Steven Woodruff Bryan Tucker 
 John Martin 
 Lisa Mehalko 
Visitors Connie Buck 
Joel Vinson, Chaplin Jeff Weaver 
Andy Fleming, Friends of Georgia State Parks Homer Bryson 
Kelly Jordan, Arabia Mountain National Heritage Area Tanisha Bostick 
Bryan Tolar, Georgia Agribusiness Council Sherry Crew-Jay 
Daniel Groce, Georgia Agribusiness Council Sally Winchester 
Sarah Oliver, House Budget Office Jim Laine 
Glenn Ivey, Friends of Georgia State Parks John Kilpatrick 
 Cathy Barnette 
 Vonetta Pryor 
 Mary Ann Evans 
 Hellen Harris 
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 The April 2011 meeting of the Board of Natural Resources was called to order  by Chairman Earl 
Barrs on Tuesday, April 26, in order to take action on a Resolution in memory of late Board Member 
Eugene M. Bishop, which was to be presented to Nancy Addison at dinner that evening. 
 
 Chairman Barrs called for a motion to adopt the Resolution in memory of Eugene M. Bishop. 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Watt, seconded by Mr. Hatfield and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution in memory of Eugene M. Bishop.  (Resolution attached hereto and made a 
part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Barrs then adjourned the Board meeting and called the Committees to order.  
 
 Chairman Barrs called the April 27, 2011 meeting of the Board of Natural Resources to order and 
introduced Joel Vinson, Chaplin of the Georgia Wildlife Federation, who gave the time of inspiration and 
reflection. 
 
 Chairman Barrs called for a motion to approve the minutes of the March 2011 meeting and the 
amended February Land Acquisition Committee meeting. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Hatfield and carried unanimously that the 
Board approve the minutes of the March 2011 Board of Natural Resources meeting and the amended 
February Land Acquisition Committee meeting. 
 
 Chairman Barrs called on Mark Williams, Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR), for the Commissioner’s Report. 
 
 Commissioner Williams recognized Hellen Talley-McRae, Communications Specialist with the 
Historic Preservation Division; and John Kilpatrick, Biologist with the Wildlife Resources Fisheries 
Section, as Field Managers visiting the Board meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Emily Hitchcock, Executive Counsel, to present the request for 
redirection of General Obligation Bonds from DNR 100 to DNR 86. 
 
 Ms. Hitchcock gave background information on the General Obligation Bond program, and then 
stated that DNR 100 provided funds to acquire land for the Crockford Pigeon Mountain Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) and that there is a balance of $11,286 remaining.  She further stated that this 
request to redirect funds will close out that project and, when combined with funds remaining in DNR 
86, fund the acquisition of a ½-acre tract to be used for parking to provide access to the Chattahoochee 
River. 
 
 Ms. Hitchcock stated that in order to prevent the closure of the critical parking area, DNR 
proposes combining the funds remaining in DNR 100 with the $10,895 remaining in DNR 86 to provide 
permanent river access parking. 
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 Ms. Hitchcock stated that she would like to request that the Board approve the Department’s 
submission of a request to redirect $11,286 from DNR 100 to DNR 86 for the acquisition of a ½-acre tract 
adjacent to the Wildwood tract. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Carruth and carried unanimously that the 
Board approve the Department’s request to redirect General Obligation Bond Funds of $11,286 from 
DNR 100 to DNR 86 for the acquisition of a ½-acre tract to be used for parking at the Wildwood tract on 
the Chattahoochee River.   
 
 Commissioner Williams updated the Board on the status of DNR’s FY-11 and FY-12 Budget and 
the result of the 2011 Legislative Session. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Dan Forster, Director, Wildlife Resources Division, for an 
update.  Mr. Forster called on Lt. Colonel Jeff Weaver, who briefed the Board on the ongoing Homeland 
Security efforts. 
 
 Mr. Forster updated the Board on hunter education, licensing, archery shooting ranges, as well 
as the Kid’s Day and Workshops at Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center.   He also gave an update on the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Audit Report, which was favorable to WRD, and the continuing efforts to 
transition the Boat Registration process to the Department of Revenue. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Allen Barnes, Director, Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD), who updated the Board on EPD’s FY-11 and FY-12 Budget and legislation relating to EPD. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Dave Crass, Director, Historic Preservation Division (HPD), who 
updated the Board on the Statewide Preservation Conference, the upcoming Archaeological Field School 
on Ossabaw Island in partnership with the University of Chattanooga and the Ossabaw Foundation, and 
the Magnolia Springs Public Archaeology Days in partnership with Georgia Southern University. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Becky Kelley, Director, Parks, Recreation & Historic Sites 
Division (PRHSD), who introduced Andy Fleming, Executive Director of Friends of Georgia State Parks.  
Mr. Fleming briefed the Board on the ongoing activities and partnerships of the Friends of Georgia State 
Parks. 
 
 Mrs. Kelley updated the Board on the opening of the Archery Range at Panola Mountain State 
Park, and PRHSD’s marketing and program initiatives. 
 
 Chairman Barrs called on Jim Walters, for the Coastal Committee report, in the absence of the 
Coastal Committee Chairman Phyllis Johnson. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Smith and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to Rules for Coastal Marshlands 
Protection, Chapter 391-2-3-.02.  (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
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 Chairman Barrs called on Bill Caruth, Vice Chairman of the Land Acquisition Committee, in the 
absence of the Land Acquisition Chairman Loyce Turner. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Carruth, seconded by Mr. Leebern and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
approval for the acquisition (purchase) of 0.54± acre of real property, Gilreath tract (Wildwood 
addition), Chattahoochee River Regional Park, Habersham County.  (Resolution attached hereto and 
made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Carruth, seconded by Mr. Hatfield and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to enter into an Intergovernmental 
Agreement between Monroe County and the Department to place an outdoor siren at High Falls State 
Park, Monroe County.  (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Carruth, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and carried unanimously that 
the Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission and 
General Assembly approval to issue a revocable license and permanent easement to Greystone Power 
Corporation for construction and maintenance of an electrical power line, Sweetwater Creek State Park, 
Douglas County.  (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Barrs reminded the Board that the May meeting would be held at Unicoi State Park 
and stated that a questionnaire would be handed out about the field trips.  He encouraged Board 
members to return their questionnaire as quickly as possible. 
 
 Chairman Barrs read a thank you note from the First Baptist Church of Dawsonville for the 
contribution made in memory of Gene Bishop. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
        Earl Barrs, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Assistant Secretary 


