
Minutes 
Board of Natural Resources 

2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, S. E. 
Suite 1252 East Tower 

Atlanta, GA  30334 
 

January 25, 2012 
 
Attending: 
Board Members Staff Members 
Philip Watt, Chairman Mark Williams 
Rob Leebern, Vice Chairman Judson Turner 
Philip Wilheit, Secretary Todd Holbrook 
William Bagwell Spud Woodward 
Dennis Billew Dan Forster 
Bill Carruth Dave Crass 
Joe Hatfield Becky Kelley 
Walter Hudson Kyle Pearson 
Mabel Jenkins Steve Friedman 
Duncan Johnson Bryan Tucker 
Phyllis Johnson Mike Harris 
Ray Lambert Elizabeth Starkey 
Mark Mobley Jac Capp 
Mark Smith Linda MacGregor 
Loyce Turner Mark Smith 
Jim Walters Lauren Curry 
Steven Woodruff Ben Stowers 
 Wally Woods 
 Paul Nelson 
Visitors Jim Ussery 
Ronny Just, Georgia Power Doralyn Kirkland 
Debbie Phillips, Georgia Industry Environmental Coalition Cathy Barnette 
Joseph Mendelson, Zoo Atlanta  Thomas Floyd 
Will Wingate, Georgia Conservancy Eddie Henderson 
Leah Barnett, Georgia Conservancy Mary Ann Evans 
April Ingle, Georgia River Network Hellen Harris 
Chris Manganizno, Georgia River Network  
Scott Tanner, Joe Tanner & Associates  
Doug Fulle, Oglethorpe Power  
Daniel Groce, Georgia Agribusiness Council  
Bryan Tolar, Georgia Agribusiness Council  
Mark Woodall, Sierra Club  
Brant Lane, Consultant  
Steven Hart, Attorney  
Katie Kirkpatrick, Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce  
Julie Cohen, Upper Chattahoochee RiverKeeper  
Tas Smith, Georgia Farm Bureau  
John Eberhart, Georgia Earth Alliance  
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Mike Giles, Georgia Poultry Federation  
Abit Massey, Georgia Poultry Federation  
Keilani Kimes-Parker, Attorney General’s Office (January 24)  
Earl & Wanda Barrs (January 24)  
Warren Budd (January 24)  
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 The Board of Natural Resources was called to order on Tuesday, January 24, 2012 by Acting 
Chairman Mabel Jenkins.  Mrs. Jenkins called on Loyce Turner, Chairman of the Nominating Committee. 
 
 Dr. Turner stated that the following Board Members served on the Nominating Committee for 
2012 Officers, which he chaired:  Steven Woodruff, Philip Wilheit, Phyllis Johnson, and Duncan Johnson.  
He further   stated that the Nominating Committee brought forth and the Board accepted at the 
December 2011 meeting a slate of officers for the Board of Natural Resources for 2012 and that he 
would make that in the form of a motion. 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Carruth and carried with an abstention by 
Mr. Wilheit that the Board elect the following members as officers for 2012:  Philip Watt, Chairman; Rob 
Leebern, Vice Chairman; and Philip Wilheit, Secretary. 
 
 After the election of officers, Mrs. Jenkins turned the meeting over to Chairman Philip Watt. 
 
 Chairman Watt stated that he would make a proper introduction of the two new Board 
Members, Mark Mobley and William Bagwell, at the beginning of the Board meeting tomorrow.  He 
welcomed them on board. 
 
 Chairman Watt stated that he was honored and excited to serve in this capacity and that there 
was a lot of great work ahead.  He further stated that he would like to commend the Department of 
Natural Resources’ (DNR) staff for their hard work in the recent difficult economic times, and also the 
Board Members for their service.  He encouraged Board Members to be engaged, to ask questions and 
to work with staff in every aspect.   
 
 Chairman Watt stated that he would like to recognize two former Board Members and called for 
a motion to adopt the Resolution honoring Earl D. Barrs. 
 
 A motion was made by Mrs. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Wilheit and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to honor Earl D. Barrs. 
 
 Chairman Watt called for a motion to adopt the Resolution to honor Warren C. Budd, Jr. 
 
 A motion was made by Mrs. Jenkins, seconded by Mr. Lambert and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to honor Warren C. Budd, Jr. 
 
 Chairman Watt called Mr. Budd to the podium and presented him with the Resolution honoring 
his service on the Board. 
 
 Mr. Budd thanked Chairman Watt for the Resolution and stated that it had been a fantastic ride, 
and that he really enjoyed serving the great State of Georgia in this capacity.  He further stated that he 
had made good friends on the Board and gained admiration for the professionals who serve in DNR. 
 
 Chairman Watt called Mr. Barrs to the podium and presented him with the Resolution honoring 
his service, along with an honorary gavel plaque for serving as the Board’s past Chairman. 
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 Mr. Barrs thanked Chairman Watt for the Resolution and plaque, and presented him with a new 
gavel and striking board made from reclaimed Georgia longleaf pine.  He gave a brief history of the 
longleaf pine that was used to make the new gavel and striking board. 
 
 Chairman Watt adjourned the full Board Meeting and called to order the Committee meetings. 
 
 The January 25, 2012 meeting of the Board of Natural Resources was called to order by 
Chairman Philip Watt. 
 
 Chairman Watt called for a motion to approve the minutes of the December 2011 meeting. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Walters, seconded by Mrs. Johnson and carried unanimously that 
the Board approve the minutes of the December 2011 meeting. 
 
 Chairman Watt welcomed William Bagwell and Mark Mobley as new Board Members, and read 
a short biography on each one.  Both gentlemen stated they were looking forward to serving. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Mark Williams, Commissioner of Natural Resources, for comments. 
 
 Commissioner Williams gave a brief update on the Amended FY-2012 and FY-2013 Budget and 
upcoming legislation.   
 
 Commissioner Williams referred to the DNR Capital Outlay Status Report for January, which was 
in the Board package, and the Weekly Updates, which are sent via e-mail. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Becky Kelley, Director, Parks, Recreation & Historic Sites 
Division (PRHSD), for an update. 
 
 Director Kelley handed out the 2012 State Parks Brochure, which included a letter from the 
Friends of State Parks, and a Prescription to State Parks.  She gave an update on Watson Mill Bridge 
State Park operation and operations at other sites, Heritage Day and State Park Day at the Capitol on 
February 15, Friends of State Parks at Stone Mountain on February 2 – 5, Land and Water Conservation 
Fund program, and several movies that are being filmed at some of the State Parks. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Spud Woodward, Director, Coastal Resources Division, for an 
update. 
 
 Director Woodward gave an update on the Shrimp Season, the Blue Crab Season, new Saltwater 
Fishing Pier at Overlook Park in Brunswick, Live-aboards, Coastal Day and Sportsmen’s Day on February 
8 at the Capitol, and handed out a listing of upcoming Coastal Committee activities. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Loyce Turner, Chairman of the Land Acquisition Committee. 
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 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Carruth and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
approval to grant the Georgia Department of Transportation a revocable license over 0.058± of an acre 
of State property for the purpose of replacing the existing Clarks Bridge over Lake Lanier at State Route 
284, Chattahoochee River, Lake Lanier, Hall County.  (Resolution attached hereto and made a part 
hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Walters and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission and 
General Assembly approval to grant Central Georgia Electric Membership Corporation a revocable 
license and permanent easement for the purpose of installing, maintaining and operating electrical 
power lines to provide power to a portion of the Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center, Jasper County.  
(Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Dennis Billew, Chairman of the Historic Preservation Committee. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Billew, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and carried unanimously that the 
Board approve the DNR Rules Revisions 391-5-13-.04, Georgia Heritage Grants and DNR Rules Revisions 
391-5-15-.05, Historic Preservation Fund Grants.  (Copy of Rules Revisions attached hereto and made a 
part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Joe Hatfield, Vice Chairman of the Wildlife Resources Committee. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Hatfield, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and carried unanimously that 
the Board approve the proposed Regulations for the Export, Farming and Sale of Native Fresh-Water 
Turtles, Chapter 391-4-16. (Copy of Regulations attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Ray Lambert, Chairman of the Environmental Protection Committee. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mrs. Johnson and carried unanimously that 
the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to Rules for Air Quality Control, 
Chapter 391-3-1, pertaining to Volatile Organic Compound Reasonably Available Control Technology.  
(Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Wilheit and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to Rules for Hazardous Waste 
Management, Chapter 391-3-11. (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Watt stated that one of the responsibilities of the Board of Natural Resources is to 
establish the salary of the Director of Environmental Protection Division. 
 

Chairman Watt called for a motion to establish the salary of the Director of Environmental 
Protection Division. 
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 A motion was made by Mr. Leebern, seconded by Mr. Lambert and carried unanimously that the 
Board establish the salary for the Director of Environmental Protection Division at $175,000.00. 
 
 There being no further information, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Philip C. Watt, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Philip A. Wilheit, Jr., Secretary 


