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 The February 29, 2012 meeting of the Board of Natural Resources was called to order by 
Chairman Philip Watt.   
 
 Chairman Watt made mention of the handouts that had been placed at each Board member’s 
seat, and encouraged them to be sure to read them. 
 
 Chairman Watt reminded Board members of the offer to purchase Centennial Glocks, and 
encouraged them to take advantage of it, if they wished to do so. 
 
 Chairman Watt called for approval of the minutes of the January 2012 meeting. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and carried unanimously that 
the Board approve the minutes of the January 2012 meeting. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Mark Williams, Commissioner of DNR, for the Commissioner’s Report. 
 
 Commissioner Williams introduced Zachary Harris, Deputy Executive Counsel, and gave 
background on Mr. Harris’ accomplishments. 
 
 Commissioner Williams updated the Board on current Legislation and the AFY-12 and FY-13 
Budget, and called attention to the DNR Capital Outlay Status Report for February that was in the board 
package, and the weekly updates sent via e-mail. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Becky Kelley, Director, Parks, Recreation & Historic Sites 
Division (PRHSD), for an update. 
 
 Director Kelley handed out information on the Recreational Trail Grants Program, which is 
funded through the Federal Highway Administration and administered by each State.  She introduced 
Bryan Alexander, Recreation Trails Coordinator; and Antoinette Norfleet, Grants Program Manager and 
stated that $2.1 million in Recreational Trial Grants were administered by her office. 
 
 Director Kelley  gave a briefing on PRHSD’s partnership with the Georgia Forestry Commission 
regarding seedlings for pine trees being part of the geocaching program.  She also gave a briefing on the 
Tons of Fun program, the Prescription for Fitness program, the Recreational Vehicle Club, and a report 
regarding the benefits of State Parks. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Dave Crass, Director, Historic Preservation Division (HPD), for 
an update.   
 

Dr. Crass introduced Tim Smith from the Environmental Protection Division (EPD), who is 
participating in the Mentoring Program, and stated that he was pleased to mentor Mr. Smith. 

 
 Dr. Crass gave a briefing on the Centennial Farm Program, which is a partnership with the 
Georgia Forestry Commission, the Department of Agriculture, the Farm Bureau and the Georgia National 
Fairgrounds in Perry.  He stated that it is a National program administered by HPD to recognize farms 
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that have been in families for 100 years or more.  He further stated that this is a very popular program in 
rural Georgia.  He displayed a sign that is given to recipients of the award. 
 
 Dr. Crass gave an update on an underwater archaeological find on the Chestatee River in 
Dahlonega.  He also briefed on the State Historic Preservation Conference in April, which will focus on 
sustainable rehabilitation practices. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Dan Forster, Director, Wildlife Resources Division (WRD), for 
an update.   
 
 Director Forster gave a briefing on the renovation project at the Evans County Public Fishing 
Area, stating that it would be closed from June 2012 until December 2012.  He further stated there is a 
smaller 30-acre lake that will be opened immediately after construction in January 2013. 
 
 Director Forster gave a briefing on the status of the transition of Boat Registration to the 
Department of Revenue, stating that there have been significant technological challenges to the system 
and that some of the deadlines have been postponed.  He further stated that a meeting has been set  to 
determine the course of action for the future. 
 
 Director Forster gave a briefing on the Georgia Southern University Shooting Sports Education 
Center, stating that everything is on track for this facility.  He further stated that the groundbreaking 
ceremony is scheduled for May 2012. 
 
 Director Forster gave an update on the upcoming hunting seasons. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Spud Woodward, Director, Coastal Resources Division (CRD), 
for an update. 
 
 Director Woodward gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Triennial Report on the Georgia 
Coastal Management Program (GCMP).  He stated that the U. S. Congress passed the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972 that created the Coastal Zone Management Program and the National 
Estuarine Research Reserve Program within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA).  
He further stated that the State of Georgia decided to participate in the National Estuarine Reserve 
Program, which includes the Sapelo Island National Estuarine Research Preserve, but did not elect to 
participate in the Coastal Management Program. 
 
 Director Woodward stated that the Georgia General Assembly passed the Coastal Management 
Act of 1997, which allowed DNR to establish the GCMP.  He further stated that funding is appropriated 
by Congress to NOAA and Georgia is required to provide 1:1 match.  He added that DNR received 
approximately $2 million Federal dollars each year, which covers 11 counties in the GCMP service area.   
 
 Director Woodward stated that Federal funds are allocated to CRD for the GCMP, and to EPD to 
reduce coastal nonpoint source pollution.  He further stated that the Coastal Incentive Grant Program 
within the GCMP has awarded $14,470,000 for 335 projects since 1998.  He added that these funds have 
been used for educational activities, community planning, public access, and research. 
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 Director Woodward stated that coastal resource specialist within the GCMP have expertise in 
coastal hazards and sea level rise, public access and land conservation, green growth and low impact 
development.  He further stated that they work with the 11 counties in the coastal zone to provide 
technical assistance.  He added that program enhancement areas include a shellfish inventory in 
Chatham County, planning projects in Liberty and Bryan Counties, and wetland assessment and 
restoration. 
 
 Director Woodward stated that the Habitat Management Program administers the Coastal 
Marshlands Protection Act (CMPA), Shore Protection Act (SPA), Revocable License Authority, and 
Federal consistency.  He further state that they engage stakeholders for the purpose of examining 
current practices.  He added that rulemaking provides clear guidance in permitting decisions such as 
standards for marinas and community docks; upland rules and live-aboard rules. 
 
 Director Woodward stated that the Compliance and Enforcement Program ensures compliance 
with the CMPA and SPA and Revocable License issuances.  He further stated that in 2006, additional 
NOAA funding was provided to develop a Compliance and Enforcement Program that includes 
standardized procedures, routine compliance checks for permitted projects; management of marina 
leases in accordance with 2010 Rule changes, tracking of derelict and abandoned vessels in coastal 
waterways, and also encourages and facilitates the removal of vessels. 
 
 Director Woodward stated that it is the mission of the Georgia Coastal Management Program to 
balance economic development in Georgia’s coastal zone with preservation of natural, environmental, 
historic, archaeological and recreational resources for the benefit of Georgia’s present and future 
generations. 
 
 Director Woodward briefed the Board on the Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning issue and the 
status of renewal of the Programmatic General Permit for private, recreational docks with the Corps of 
Engineers. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Jud Turner, EPD Director, for an update. 
 
 Director Turner praised EPD staff and engineering consultants for an award presented at the 
Georgia Engineers Banquet for engineering excellence due to their fine work on the Regional Water 
Council.  He stated that EPD had also been awarded a national award from the Association of Consulting 
Engineer Companies.   
 
 Director Turner gave a briefing on the status of the Regional Water Councils and the future of 
those councils.   
 
 Director Turner gave a briefing on the status of the nonattainment issue and the current 
drought issue. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Loyce Turner, Chairman, Land Acquisition Committee. 
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 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Hudson and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to seek State Properties Commission and General Assembly approval for the 
disposition of 27± acres, Outdoor Therapeutic Center, White County. (Resolution attached hereto and 
made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Carruth and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
approval for renewal of lease with Georgia Power Company over 5.158± acres of real property at 
Bartlett’s Ferry Boat Ramp, Harris County.  (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Ray Lambert, Chairman, Environmental Protection Committee. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Wilheit and carried unanimously that the 
Board approve the proposed Grant Criteria for the Georgia Diesel Engine Retrofit Project Grant, Chapter 
391-3-21-.13.  (Proposed Grant Criteria attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Bagwell and carried unanimously that the 
Board approve the proposed Grant Criteria for CMAQ Unnecessary Idle Control by Electrification Project 
Grant, Chapter 391-3-21-.16.  (Proposed Grant Criteria attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Philip C. Watt, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Philip A. Wilheit, Jr., Secretary 
 


