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Attending: 
 
Board Members Staff Members 
Philip Watt, Chairman Mark Williams 
Rob Leebern, Vice Chairman Jud Turner 
Philip Wilheit, Jr., Secretary Todd Holbrook 
William Bagwell Homer Bryson 
Dennis Billew Spud Woodward 
Joe Hatfield Dan Forster 
Walter Hudson Becky Kelley 
Mabel Jenkins Dave Crass 
Duncan Johnson Kyle Pearson 
Phyllis Johnson Zachary Harris 
Ray Lambert Lauren Curry 
Mark Mobley Ben Stowers 
Mark Smith David Brady 
Loyce Turner Walter Rabon 
Steven Woodruff Jim Laine 
 Kathy Knowlton 
 Wally Woods 
Visitors Paul Nelson 
Bill Donohue, North Georgia Mountains Authority Tim Banks 
Nancy Gallagher, Attorney General’s Office Randy Tate 
Bryan Tolar, Georgia Agribusiness Council John Martin 
Ronny Just, Georgia Power Sally Winchester 
Chris Manganello, Georgia River Network Jeff Weaver 
Walter Jones, Morris News Service David Clark 
Amber Brady Toby Evans 
 Bret Albanese 
 Fred Hay 
 Jim Ussery 
 Doralyn Kirkland 
 Doug Lewis 
 Cathy Barnette 
 Mary Ann Evans 
 Hellen Harris 
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 The September 26, 2012 meeting of the Board of Natural Resources was called to order by 
Chairman Philip Watt. 
 
 Chairman Watt called for a motion to approve the August 2012 meeting. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Woodruff, seconded by Mr. Johnson and carried unanimously that 
the Board approve the minutes of the August 2012 meeting. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Mark Williams, Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR), for comments. 
 
 Commissioner Williams stated that he would like to publicly thank Senator Rick Jeffares for 
bringing Taylor’s Law to the forefront.  He further stated that he would also like to commend the DNR 
staff for their part in helping with the Specialty Hunts. 
 
 Commissioner Williams stated that this would be Deputy Commissioner Todd Holbrook’s last 
Board meeting, and wished him well on his retirement.   He called for Deputy Commissioner Holbrook to 
stand and be recognized. 
 
 Commissioner Williams recognized the following Field Managers:  Kathy Knowlton (CRD); Toby 
Evans (Engineering & Construction); Bret Albanese (WRD Nongame); and Fred Hay (WRD Sapelo Island). 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Kyle Pearson, Executive Counsel, to present the request for 
approval of the Pine Mountain Hotel/Motel tax. 
 
 Mr. Pearson stated that in Georgia law, a city or county can only levy a hotel/motel tax against a 
charitable trust if the levy and collections are approved by the Board of Natural Resources.  He further 
stated that the Ida Cason Callaway Foundation is a charitable trust that operates Callaway Gardens as a 
functionally-related business.  He added that every year since 1990, the contract between the Ida Cason 
Callaway Foundation, the Town of Pine Mountain, Georgia; and the Pine Mountain Tourism Association 
has been approved by the Board. 
 
 Mr. Pearson stated that he would request adoption of the Resolution regarding approval of the 
Pine Mountain Georgia Hotel/Motel Tax Levy and Expenditures for the Fiscal Year 2012 – 2013, as 
presented.   
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve, pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 48-13-55(c) of Pine Mountain, 
Georgia Hotel/Motel Tax Levy and Expenditures for the Fiscal Year 2012 – 2013, as presented.  
(Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof)  
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Dave Crass, Director of the Historic Preservation Division 
(HPD), for comments. 
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 Director Crass gave a briefing on Time Team America’s filming at Magnolia Springs State Park 
from October 2 – 5, and the Centennial Farms Award Program on October 5, where 26 family farms will 
receive recognition. 
 
 Commissioner Williams stated that the Capital Status Outlay report for September was in the 
Board package and that the Weekly Updates were sent via e-mail. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Jud Turner, Director of Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD), for comments. 
 
 Director Turner gave a brief update on the ECOS Conference that he had attended; the future of 
Regional Water Councils; and the implementation of Senate Bill 427. 
 
 Discussion ensued. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Phyllis Johnson, Chairman of the Coastal Committee.  Mrs. Johnson 
stated that the Coastal Committee had recommended that the Board approve the proposed 
amendments to the Saltwater Fishing Regulations, as presented. 
 
 A motion was made by Mrs. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Wilheit and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to Saltwater Fishing Regulations, 
Chapter 391-2-4.  (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Watt echoed Commissioner Williams’ comments about Deputy Commissioner 
Holbrook and stated that Board members are invited to the reception honoring Mr. Holbrook on 
Thursday, October 4, at 2:00 p.m., in the Board Room. 
 
 Chairman Watt stated that the October Board meeting would be held in Thomasville, and 
encouraged all members to attend. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Philip C. Watt, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Philip A. Wilheit, Jr., Secretary 


