
Minutes 
Board of Natural Resources 

Thomas County Museum of History 
725 N. Dawson Street 

Thomasville, GA  31792 
 

October 24, 2012 
 

Attending: 
 
Board Members Staff Members 
Philip Watt, Chairman Mark Williams 
Rob Leebern, Vice Chairman Jud Turner 
Philip Wilheit, Jr., Secretary Homer Bryson 
William Bagwell Spud Woodward 
Dennis Billew Kyle Pearson 
Joe Hatfield Lauren Curry 
Duncan Johnson Steve Friedman 
Phyllis Johnson Mary Ann Evans 
Ray Lambert Cathy Barnette 
Aaron McWhorter  
Mark Mobley  
Loyce Turner  
Steven Woodruff  
  
  
Visitors  
Mark Woodall, Sierra Club  
Larry Carver, Cataula Invent Disposal LLC  
Ronny Just, Georgia Power  
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 The October 24, 2012 meeting of the Board of Natural Resources was called to order by 
Chairman Philip Watt. 
 
 Chairman Watt called for a motion to approve the minutes of the September 2012 Board 
meeting. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Hatfield and carried unanimously that the 
Board approve the minutes of the September 2012 meeting. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Mark Williams, Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR), for remarks. 
 
 Commissioner Williams commended Chairman Watt and his wife, Alston, for their gracious 
hospitality during the Board’s visit to Thomasville. 
 
 Commissioner Williams gave an update on State Parks Day, CoastFest, Centennial Farms Awards, 
and the opening weekend for firearms for deer season. 
 
 Commissioner Williams gave an update on the status of fundraising for Weekend for Wildlife, 
and ongoing success of the DNR Foundation Board, stating that Steve Levetan is the new Chairman. 
 
 Commissioner Williams stated that he would be presenting the AFY-13 and FY-14 Budget, which 
had been approved by the Board at the August meeting, to the Governor and the Office of Planning and 
Budget in November.  He further stated that he would like to call on Steve Friedman to present the FY-
2014 Bond package for land acquisition that was not ready for consideration in August, but had to be 
approved before the budget presentation in November. 
 
 Mr. Friedman stated that DNR is requesting $3,962,000 for land acquisition in the FY-2014 Bond 
Request.  He further stated that at the Bond is for projects in the lower Altamaha and along the 
Ocmulgee River that will be leveraged with matching funds. 
 
 Mr. Friedman stated that he would request approval of the FY-2014 Bond Request for land 
acquisition, as presented. 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Johnson and carried unanimously that the 
Board approve the FY-2014 Bond request for $3,962,000 for land acquisition, as presented.  (Bond 
request attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Kyle Pearson, Executive Counsel to present for action the Sale 
of General Obligation Bonds pursuant to the FY-2011-2012 General Appropriations Act and the FY-2012-
2013 General Appropriations Act. 
 
 Mr. Pearson stated that in the FY-2011-2012 General Appropriations Act, the General Assembly 
included items for DNR projects with a total value of $7,500,000.00 that are to be funded by General 
Obligation Bonds.  He further stated that in the FY-2012-2013 General Appropriations Act, the General 
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Assembly included items for DNR projects with a total value of $12,860,000 that are to be funded by 
General Obligation Bonds.   
 
 Mr. Pearson stated that one of those sales is now scheduled for December 2012, and includes 
$16,865,000.00 of DNR’s money.  He further stated that the projects DNR will fund with the proceeds of 
this sale are: $3,150,000.00 for major repairs and maintenance; $615,000.00 for new construction; 
$3,200,000.00 for facility improvements and renovations; $2,400,000.00 for facility repair and 
sustainment; $5,000,000.00 for improvements at privately operated facilities; and $2,500,000.00 as a 
redirect for land acquisition and structure demolition for conservation purposes in Houston and Bibb 
Counties. 
 
 Mr. Pearson stated that he would request the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the sale of 
these bonds, as presented. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Leebern, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and carried unanimously that 
the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the Sale of General Obligation Bonds pursuant to the FY-
2011-2012 General Appropriations Act and the FY-2012-2013 General Appropriations Act, as presented.  
(Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Spud Woodward, Director of the Coastal Resources Division, 
who gave a more in-depth update of CoastFest, and thanked Board Members who attended. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Jud Turner, Director of the Environmental Protection Division 
for comments. 
 
 Director Turner gave an update on the enforcement action taken on Wilbros Wastewater 
Treatment and Composting facility in Stephens County, and the King America Finishing issue on the 
Ogeechee River. 
 
 Director Turner announced two new EPD associates:  Russ Pennington as Director of Policy and 
External Affairs; and Diane DeShazo, formerly of the Law Department, who will work part-time for EPD 
and although she will not represent EPD in litigation, she will be able to offer valuable guidance, review, 
research and inside consultation on many legal matters to navigate on policy, rule-making, legislation 
enforcement, permits and contracts. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Loyce Turner, Chairman of the Land Acquisition Committee. 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Hatfield and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
approval to grant a revocable license and permanent easement by the State Properties Commission to 
the Georgia Department of Transportation over 0.347± acres for the replacement and maintenance of 
the State Route 4 / U.S. 1 Bridge over the Altamaha River, Appling and Toombs Counties.  (Resolution 
attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
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approval to renew License No. DACW21-1-12-2023 for recreational purposes (10-year license 
agreement), U. S. Department of Army Corps of Engineers, on 11.19± acres of real property at Lake 
Hartwell Reservoir, Hart County.  (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Wilheit and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
approval to enter into a 25-year lease agreement with Pulsaki County for 2.9± acres of real property at 
the Hawkinsville Landing Boat Ramp, Ocmulgee River, Pulaski County.  (Resolution attached hereto and 
made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Wilheit and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
approval to grant a revocable license by the State Properties Commission to Hall County over 1.43± 
acres to proceed with the North Browning Bridge Road improvement program, Don Carter State Park, 
Hall County.  (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and carried unanimously that the 
Board approve the proposed amendments to the Rules for the Georgia Conservation Tax Credit 
Program, Chapter 391-1-6-.01 through 391-1-6-.05.  (Proposed amendments and Rules for the Georgia 
Conservation Tax Credit Program attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Watt announced his appointment of the following Board Members to comprise the 
Nominating Committee to bring forth nominees for Officers for 2013:  Phyllis Johnson, Chairman; Loyce 
Turner; Aaron McWhorter; William Bagwell; and Mark Mobley.  The Nominating Committee will present 
their nominations at the December meeting and the Officers will be voted on at the January meeting. 
 
 Mr. Wilheit briefed the Board on continuing discussions with Google to develop a portal for 
DNR, as well as other IT issues; and his involvement in the tire recycling program. 
 
  Chairman Watt stated that he would like to commend DNR staff on updates of current events 
being sent out via e-mail, and thanked the staff for their hard work in preparing for their trip to 
Thomasville.  He invited everyone to visit the local restaurants and shops in town before heading home. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Philip C. Watt, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Philip A. Wilheit, Jr., Secretary 


