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 The August 27, 2013 meeting of the Board of Natural Resources was called to order by Vice 
Chairman Philip Wilheit.  
  
 Vice Chairman Wilheit stated he would be chairing the meeting until Chairman Leebern arrived. 
  
 Vice Chairman Wilheit called for a motion to approve the minutes from the June 2013 Board 
meeting.  
  
 Mr. Davis stated he had submitted a friendly amendment to the minutes and would request the 
Board consider his proposed amendment.  
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Sinyard, seconded by Dr. Watt and carried unanimously to approve 
the minutes of the June 2013 meeting. 
 
 Vice Chairman Wilheit called on Mark Williams, Commissioner of the Department of Natural 
Resources, for his Commissioner’s Report. 
  
 Commissioner Williams stated he would like to honor four employees for Field Manager’s Day: 
Clay George, Non-Game Wildlife Biologist; Brad Ballard, Park Manager at Sweetwater Creek State Park; 
Bill Hoover, Project Manager at HPD; and Jill Andrews, Marine Fisheries Program Supervisor. He further 
stated his appreciation for these employees’ dedication and service to DNR. 
  
 Commissioner Williams called on Vice Chairman Wilheit and John Martin, Chief Information 
Officer, for an IT presentation.  
 
 Mr. Martin stated DNR approached Google to create a mobile enabled app to display data that 
is provided by DNR. He further stated IT has been working on this project using Google Maps. He added 
this interactive map has compiled all geospatial data from each division into one location that will easy 
for consumers to view and navigate. 
 
 Mr. Martin called on Gary Beale, Development Manager, to give an overview of the map and 
how it will work online. 
 
 Discussion ensued on the functions of the map. 
 
 Commissioner Williams thanked Mr. Wilheit, Mr. Martin, Mr. Beale, and Mr. Lyles for their work 
on this project. 
 
 Commissioner Williams stated the Board of Natural Resources has been invited to Ichauway to 
tour the Ecological Research Center on December 10 and 11. He encouraged all Board members to 
attend.  
 
 Commissioner Williams stated he had appointed Colonel Eddie Henderson as Director of the 
Law Enforcement Division, and this appointment needed to be confirmed by the Board. He further 
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stated Colonel Henderson has served as Colonel of the WRD Law Enforcement Section since 2011 and 
has been with the Department for 31 years. 
 
 Commissioner Williams stated he would request favorable approval of his appointment of 
Colonel Eddie Henderson as Director of the Law Enforcement Division. 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Watt, seconded by Mr. Mobley and carried unanimously to approve 
Colonel Eddie Henderson as the Director of the Law Enforcement Division. 
 
 Commissioner Williams stated he and Jud Turner, Director of Environmental Protection Division, 
would now give a presentation on the 2014-2015 Budget Update.  
 
 Commissioner Williams stated there would be no budget cuts for the upcoming year, so DNR 
will be submitting a flat budget. He further stated the only difference will be the split of the Wildlife 
Resources Division and the Law Enforcement Division. He added the total DNR programs proposed 
budget is $58,694,884. 
 
 Commissioner Williams stated the FY 2015 Bond Request will be $500,000 for replacing motor 
vehicles, $14,715,000 for facility improvements and renovations, $3,281,000 for new construction, and 
$4,600,000 for land acquisition.  
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Director Turner to present EPD’s 2014-2015 Budget Update. 
 
 Director Turner stated EPD has been authorized by OPB to seek additional FY 2015 funds in the 
amount of $3,050,000 to be used for the Regional Water Supply Plan updates and other water related 
studies. He further stated that other than this increase, the remaining budget request will be identical to 
FY 2014.  
 
 Commissioner Williams stated he would request the Board approve the item, as presented.  
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Sinyard, seconded by Mr. Yancey and carried unanimously to 
approve the AFY2014 and FY2015 Budget.  
 
 Chairman Rob Leebern entered the meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Kyle Pearson, Executive Counsel, for an action on the Redirect 
of General Obligation Bonds.  
 
 Mr. Pearson stated DNR 122, which was sold as non-taxable bonds, originally provided 
$5,000,000 for improvements to privately operated facilities statewide. He further stated $2,128,460 of 
DNR 122 has already been redirected for renovations by EPD. 
 
 Mr. Pearson stated that because DNR 122 was sold as non-taxable bonds, their use is limited to 
privately owned facilities. Mr. Pearson stated the Department is requesting a redirection of the 
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remaining $2,871,540 in DNR 122 to DNR 116 to fund high priority renovations and repair projects at 
publicly operated facilities.  
 
 Mr. Pearson stated he would request the Board approve the item, as presented. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Mobley, seconded by Mr. Wilheit and carried unanimously to 
approve the Redirection of the General Obligation Bonds. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Director Turner for a division update.  
 
 Director Turner gave an update on his testimony at a Senate committee in Washington D.C.; a 
field hearing for the Commerce Committee at Apalachicola Bay; and the ongoing process of amending 
the CAFO rules. 
 
 Discussion ensued about the proposed CAFO rules between Director Turner and the Board 
members.  
 
 Mr. Davis requested that the Board receive more information about the benefits of increasing 
the threshold from EPD. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Dave Crass, Director of the Historic Preservation Division, for a 
division update. 
 
 Director Crass gave an update on the Etowah Indian Mounds collection. 
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Colonel Eddie Henderson, Director of the Law Enforcement 
Division, for a division update. 
 
 Colonel Henderson gave an overview presentation of the Law Enforcement Division focusing on 
boating enforcement, wildlife enforcement, customer service, specialty teams, public education, and 
public safety.  
 
 Commissioner Williams called on Becky Kelley, Director of the Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Sites Division, for a division update.  
 
 Director Kelly updated the Board on the FY2013 Financial Overview; Georgia’s Statewide 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP); the grand opening and dedication of Don Carter State 
Park; and “Your State Park Day.” 
 
 Commissioner Williams stated with no further business, this concluded his report.  
 
 Chairman Leebern thanked Vice Chairman Wilheit for chairing the meeting in his absence. He 
further stated he would like to congratulate Colonel Henderson on becoming Director of the Law 
Enforcement Division. He added that he would like to thank Colonel Henderson and his division for their 
continued work with boater safety.  
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 Chairman Leebern stated that he encouraged interested parties to contact Board members 
about their issues concerning the proposed amendments to the CAFO rules. He further stated the Board 
welcomes all information and looks forward to becoming better educated on the topic.  
 
 Chairman Leebern called on Phyllis Johnson, Chairman of the Coastal Committee, for her report.  
 
 A motion was made by Ms. Johnson, seconded by Dr. Watt and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to the Coastal Incentive Grant 
Program, Chapter 391-2-5-.01 through 391-2-5-.18. (Copy of proposed amendments attached hereto 
and made a part hereof) 
 
 Ms. Johnson encouraged all Board members to attend Coast Fest on October 5, 2013, in 
Brunswick, GA. 
 
 Chairman Leebern called on Ray Lambert, Chairman of the Environmental Protection 
Committee, for his report. 
 
 Mr. Lambert stated last year that several Board members, including himself, requested that EPD 
continue working on the CAFO rules. He further stated he would like all Board members to remain open 
minded about revisiting the rules.  
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. McWhorter and carried unanimously that 
the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the FY 2014 Spending Plan for the Solid Waste Trust Fund. 
(FY2014 Spending Plan attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Ms. Addison and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to Rules for Water Quality Control, 
Chapter 391-3-6, pertaining to nutrient standards for Lake Lanier, Carters Lake, and West Point Lake. 
(Copy of proposed amendments attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Ms. Johnson and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed Grant Criteria for the Supplemental Environmental 
Project Grant Program: Owens-Brockway Supplemental Environmental Project- Georgia School Bus 
Retrofit Program, Chapter 391-3-21-.21. (Copy of grant criteria attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Ms. Addison and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed Grant Criteria for the Supplemental Environmental 
Project Grant Program: The Georgia-Pacific Supplemental Environmental Project- Georgia’s School Bus 
Retrofit Program, Chapter 391-3-21-.22. (Copy of grant criteria attached hereto and made a part hereof)  
 
 Chairman Leebern called on Philip Wilheit, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources Committee, for 
his report. 
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 A motion was made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Dr. Watt and carried unanimously that the Board 
adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to Hunting Regulations, Chapter 391-4-2-
.43 through 391-4-2-.45 and 391-4-2-.47 through 391-4-2-.56, Waterfowl and Migratory Bird 
Regulations. (Copy of proposed amendments attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Watt, seconded by Mr. Johnson and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed adoption of New Rule 391-4-2-.33, Special 
Opportunity Turkey Season. (Copy of proposed adoption attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Yancey, seconded by Mr. Sinyard and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to Fishing Regulations, Chapter 391-
4-3-.03, 391-4-3-.05 and 391-4-3-.06. (Copy of proposed amendments attached hereto and made a part 
hereof) 
 
 Chairman Leebern stated following regular business, a Land Acquisition Executive Session 
meeting would take place.  
 
 Chairman Leebern called on William Bagwell, Chairman of the Land Acquisition Committee, for 
his report.  
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Bagwell, seconded by Mr. Yancey and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
approval for the acquisition (purchase) of 363± acres of real property, Crockford Pigeon Mountain 
Wildlife Management Area, Tarvin Tract, Walker County. (Resolution attached hereto and made a part 
hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Bagwell, seconded by Ms. Johnson and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
approval to enter into an amendment to extend the sublease between the Department of Natural 
Resources and Traina Enterprises, Inc., Red Top Mountain State Park, Bartow County. (Resolution 
attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Bagwell, seconded by Mr. Yancey and carried unanimously that the 
Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission 
approval to enter into an amendment to the Conservation Easement with Walker County over 295± 
acres, Crockford Pigeon Mountain Wildlife Management Area, McLemore Cove, Walker County. 
(Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Chairman Leebern stated the September Board meeting would be held at Jekyll Island and 
additional information would be sent out in the following weeks.  
 
 Chairman Leebern congratulated Dr. Watt on being appointed the Chairman of the Law 
Enforcement Committee. 
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 Mr. Bagwell stated that it had been noted on the agenda that the Land Acquisition Committee 

would hold an Executive Session at the conclusion of the public meeting, and he invited all Board 

Members to attend. 

 

 A motion was made by Mr. Bagwell, seconded by Dr. Watt, and carried unanimously by Mr. 

Mobley, Mr. Davis, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Wilheit, and Mr. Yancey that the Land Acquisition Committee go 

into Executive Session in accordance with the O.C.G.A. §50-14-3(b)(1)(B), in order to discuss the 

authorization of negotiations to purchase property. (Affidavit attached hereto and made a part hereof) 

  

 There being no further business, the Board meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 
 
 
              
                                                                                                                    Robert D. Leebern, Jr., Chairman 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Ray P. Lambert, Jr., Secretary  
 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 


