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 The January 27, 2009 meeting of the Coastal Committee was called to order by 
Board Chairman Phyllis Johnson.  Chairman Johnson called on Jenny Lynn Bradley, 
Chairman of the Coastal Committee.   
 
 Mrs. Bradley called on Susan Shipman, Director, Coastal Resources Division 
(CRD), to present an action item on Proposed Amendments to Rules for Saltwater 
Finfishing, Chapter 391-2-4-.04. 
 
 Ms. Shipman presented the proposed amendments relating to saltwater finfishing 
and stated that the proposed amendments would change the definition of “Sharks,” to 
prohibit the harvest of an additional 20 species, and revise the species allowed for 
harvest, the creel and size limits, and would include no sale provisions for Atlantic 
coastal sharks.  She further stated that the amendments address the recently adopted 
interstate fishery management plan for sharks to prevent overfishing.  She added that 
sharks are generally slow growing, long lived, late to mature, and have low reproductive 
rates, which make them susceptible to overfishing.  She further added that there is no 
commercial harvest in state waters and that the majority of sharks caught by 
recreational anglers and fishing guides are released; thus, the economic impact of the 
rule change is estimated to be minimal.    
 
 She stated that the Board had been briefed on the proposed amendments in 
October and that a written public comment period was held through November and 
December with only one comment, which related to managing sharks by species by 
area and the size of bonnetheads.  Ms. Shipman explained that it would not be feasible 
to manage sharks by species by area because of their migratory nature, and that 
bonnetheads do reach the proposed size limit.  She added that she was requesting the 
Committee’s favorable consideration of the proposed amendments. 
 
 Discussion ensued. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Archer, seconded by Mr. Rutland, and carried 
unanimously that the Committee recommends that the Board adopt the Resolution 
regarding Proposed Amendments to the Rules for Saltwater Finfishing, Chapter 391-2-
4-.04.  (Resolution attached and made a part hereof). 
 
 Mrs. Bradley called on Ms. Shipman to present a brief overview of the Public 
Trust Doctrine.   
 
 Ms. Shipman explained the history, purpose and scope of the Public Trust 
Doctrine and how it applies to management of marine resources and the State’s 
stewardship responsibility to public interests.  She stated that assets of the Public Trust 
include the lands subject to the ebb and flow of the tides up to the ordinary high water 
mark, the living resources within the tidal zone, and the “navigable waters” of the state. 
She further stated that it is the duty of the Governor and the Department of Natural 
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Resources to preserve and protect the Trust’s assets for the public, who are the 
beneficiaries of the Trust.  She added that the purpose of the Trust provides for present 
and future generations to fully enjoy these lands, waters, and resources for commerce, 
passage, fishing, recreation, swimming and related activities.     
 
 She described the State’s responsibility and powers over these lands and the 
unique titling of Public Trust lands relating to Public Property Rights and Private 
Property Rights.  She listed the State’s limitations on conveying or revoking private 
interests in Public Trust lands, and she concluded by citing contemporary application of 
the Public Trust in Georgia during modern times with specific references to the Coastal 
Marshlands and the Altamaha River.   
 
 Discussion ensued. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
  
  
  

 


