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The March 23, 2010 meeting of the Coastal Committee was called to order by
Board Chairman Jenny Lynn Bradley. Chairman Bradley called on Bill Archer,
Chairman of the Coastal Committee.

Mr. Archer called on Spud Woodward, Director, Coastal Resources Division
(CRD), for presentation of the proposed amendments to Saltwater Fishing Regulations,
Saltwater Finfishing, Chapter 391-2-4-.04.

Director Woodward stated that before he presents the action item, he would like
to introduce his new Executive Assistant, Tami Morris, who is an 11 year veteran with
CRD, having formerly worked with the Ecological Services Section before moving into
her new position in the director’s office.

Director Woodward stated that the Committee and Board had been briefed on
the proposed amendments to Saltwater Finfishing at the January 27 meeting and the
proposed amendments had been public noticed for written comment on January 29. He
further stated that only one written comment was received, and it came from a
commercial seafood dealer from Mclntosh County who supported the dealer permit
requirement. He added that the proposed amendments would establish a definition for
handlines, restrict recreational harvest of sharks to handlines and rod and reel only, and
require a Federal commercial shark dealer permit for all dealers of sharks caught in
Georgia waters. He further added that these amendments would bring the State of
Georgia into compliance with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Coastal Sharks.

Director Woodward requested that the Committee favorably consider the
proposed amendments and recommend to the Board adoption of the Resolution
approving the proposed amendments.

A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mrs. Johnson and carried
unanimously that the Committee recommends that the Board adopt the Resolution to
approve the proposed amendments to the Saltwater Fishing Regulations, Saltwater
Finfishing, Chapter 391-2-4-.04. (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof)

Director Woodward stated that CRD had been notified of a Coastal and Estuarine
Land Conservation Program award in the amount of $1,537,425.00 to acquire 6,800
acres along the Altamaha River, a tract that is referred to as Rayonier Altamaha Phase
Il. He further stated that the award was based on a proposal produced in collaboration
with the Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) and the Real Estate Unit, working with
numerous partners such as The Nature Conservancy and the United States Marine
Corps. He added that upon acquisition of this property, a 22-mile long area of Altamaha
River frontage and a total of 14,000 acres would be protected.
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Director Woodward stated that the property to be acquired contains extremely
valuable and unique habitats including areas of old sand ridges that become isolated
during periods of high river flow. He further stated that these islands have plant
communities similar to a maritime forest on barrier islands. He added that Georgia was
eligible to receive the funding by virtue of its participation in the Coastal Management
Program.

Director Woodward gave a briefing on the affects of the abnormally cold winter
on marine life on the coast, particularly shrimp and spotted sea trout. He also described
a cooperative outreach program with the Coastal Conservation Association and other
angler-support conservation groups to encourage anglers to voluntarily release spotted
sea trout over 18 inches during the spawning season.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



