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 The October 26, 2011 meeting of the Coastal Committee was called to order by Board Chairman 
Earl Barrs. 
 
 Chairman Barrs called on Phyllis Johnson, Chairman of the Coastal Committee, who called on 
Spud Woodward, Director, Coastal Resources Division (CRD), for presentation of one action item and to 
give a division update. 
 
 Director Woodward stated that the item for consideration was the appointment of Donald 
Richard “Rick” Gardner to the Coastal Marshlands Protection Committee (CMPC) and Shore Protection 
Committee (SPC).  He further stated that in September 2010, Mr. Richard Eckburg, a member of the 
CMPC and SPC since 2004, unexpectedly announced his resignation, which was filled in October 2010 
when the Board appointed Donald Richard “Rick” Gardner to fill the remainder of Mr. Eckburg’s term, 
which ends December 31, 2011. 
 
 Director Woodward stated that after consultation with Commissioner Mark Williams and 
Coastal Committee Chairman, Phyllis Johnson, he recommends that Mr. Gardner be appointed to a full 
term on the CMPC and SPC per Board of Natural Resources By-Laws, Article X with an effective date of 
January 1, 2012.  He further stated that since his appointment, Mr. Gardner has been an active 
participant in the deliberations of these committees and has consented to serve for another four years, 
if so appointed by the Board. 
 
 Mrs. Johnson called for a motion for the appointment. 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Leebern and carried unanimously that the 
Committee recommends that the Board appoint Mr. Donald Richard “Rick” Gardner to the CMPC and 
SPC to a four-year term effective January 1, 2012. 
 
 Director Woodward gave an update on CoastFest and the shrimp fishery in Georgia. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  


