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The May 20, 2013 meeting of the Coastal Committee was called to order by Chairman Rob 

Leebern.  

Chairman Leebern called on Phyllis Johnson, Chairman of the Coastal Committee, who called on 

Doug Haymans, Assistant Director of the Coastal Resources Division, to give an update on the 2013 Shad 

Fishing Season. 

Mr. Haymans stated in 2010 the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission reported shad 

populations were at an all-time low, due to overfishing and habitat loss. He further stated the 

Commission passed an amendment that required CRD to prove sustainability in the shad population. 

Mr. Haymans stated that to comply with this amendment, CRD has reduced the commercial 

fishing areas on the Altamaha River, Savannah River, and Ogeechee River. He further stated that since 

taking this action, data shows the population of shad remains high on the Altamaha River. He added CRD 

does not currently have this level of information of the Savannah and Ogeechee Rivers.  

Chairman Johnson called on Mr. Haymans to give a division update.  

Mr. Haymans gave an update on the South Atlantic Fisheries Management Council involving the 

restocking and protection of the Black Sea Bass.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


