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The June 26, 2012 meeting of the Coastal Committee was called to order by Acting Board
Chairman Rob Leebern. Chairman Leebern called on Phyllis Johnson, Chairman of the Coastal
Committee.

Mrs. Johnson called on Spud Woodward, Director, Coastal Resources Division, to present an
action item.

Director Woodward stated that during the 2012 Legislative Session, the Georgia General
Assembly passed Senate Bill 319, which Governor Deal subsequently signed into law May 2, 2012. He
further stated that Senate Bill 319 amended the Coastal Marshlands Protection Act (CMPA) to allow
occupancy of a live-aboard for 90 days during a calendar year. He added that Chapter 391-2-3
references the 30-day value in several locations and that the proposed amendment will change 30 to 90
in all of those locations.

Director Woodward stated that Senate Bill 319 also changed the definition of a live-aboard in
the CMPA, the Protection of Tidewaters Act and the Right of Passage Act. He further stated that
Chapter 391-2-3 includes a definition of live-aboard and that the proposed amendments will change this
definition to be the same as in statute.

Director Woodward stated that because the proposed amendments are intended to harmonize
statute and rule, they are considered a minimal change. He further stated that a minimal public
participation plan was initiated and no public comment was received.

Director Woodward stated that he would like to request that the Committee recommend that
the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the item as presented.

A motion was made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Dr. Turner and carried unanimously that the
Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to
the Rules of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Marshlands Protection, Chapter 391-
2-3, as presented. (Resolution attached hereto and made a part hereof)

Director Woodward called on Doug Haymans, Policy Coordinator, for a briefing on the proposed
amendments to the Rules of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Saltwater Fishing
Regulations, Chapter 391-2-4.

Mr. Haymans stated that during the 2012 Legislative Session, the Georgia General Assembly
passed House Bill 869, which Governor Deal subsequently signed into law on May 2, 2012. He further
stated that House Bill 869 amended O.C.G.A. Title 27 to move several aspects of saltwater fisheries
management from statute to regulation. He added that the purpose of House Bill 869 is to allow the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) greater flexibility to manage saltwater fishing in a timely
manner similar to the way hunting and freshwater fishing is currently managed. He further added that
the proposed amendment effects this transition from statute to regulation, as intended by House Bill
869, by creating five new rules and amending three others.
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Mr. Haymans stated that the proposed amendments will result in no changes to current
recreational saltwater fishing regulations and only one change to current commercial saltwater fishing
regulations. He further stated that this change is an increase in the quantity of live bait shrimp that may
be transported via vehicle between commercial bait shrimp dealers from 50 quarts to 200 quarts. He
added that in the interest of affording the regulated community ample opportunity for comment, a
public hearing will be held on July 26, and that public comments will be taken until August 31.

Mr. Haymans stated that he plans to present the proposed amendments for action at the
September meeting, and if approved, they will take effect January 1, 2013.

Discussion ensued.
Director Woodward gave an update on the following topics: (1) Federal emergency rule to allow
limited harvest of red snapper; (2) formation of the Finfish Advisory Panel; (3) external grants (Clean

Vessel Act, EPA Coastal Wetlands Grants).

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



