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The January 26, 2011 meeting of the Environmental Protection Committee was
called to order by Board Vice Chairman, Earl Barrs.

Vice Chairman Barrs called on Ray Lambert, Chairman of the Environmental
Protection Committee, who called on Linda MacGregor, Chief, Watershed Protection
Branch.

Ms. MacGregor stated that she would present for consideration the proposed
amendments to Rules for Water Quality Control, Chapter 391-3-6, pertaining to Surface
Water Withdrawals (Interbasin Transfers).

Ms. MacGregor stated that these proposed amendments will fulfill an action that
was called for in the State Water Plan and will:

e update the definition of an interbasin transfer

e provide for donor basin considerations

e provide for receiving basin considerations

e provide for considerations affection both basins

¢ remove the requirements for a press release and public advisory and adds the
requirement for public notice and comment periods typically used for EPD
permitting actions.

Ms. MacGregor stated that the Board had been briefed on the proposed
amendments in December and a Public Notice was issued on December 9. She further
stated that a Public Hearing was held on January 5, and 16 people attended. She
added that five people made verbal statements at the meeting. She further added that
approximately 1,000 written comments had been received and that 20 of those written
comments recommended moving forward with the Rule as drafted.

Ms. MacGregor stated that the most common comment was to change “should”
to “shall” and recommended that the Rule be applicable to existing interbasin transfers,
not just new interbasin transfers. She further stated that the modifications to the Rule
were intended to fulfill implementation actions in the State Water Plan, and the
language in the proposed Rule is taken directly from the State Water Plan, which was
developed through very extensive public involvement processes over a multi-year
period.

Ms. MacGregor stated that changes recommended in the comments received go
beyond the provisions of the State Water Plan and, therefore, EPD does not support the
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requested changes from the comments received. She further stated that she would like
to request approval of the proposed changes as submitted.

Mr. Lambert called on Tom Gehl, Georgia Municipal Association, who stated his
support of the Rule as written.

Mr. Lambert called on Todd Edwards, Association County Commissioners of
Georgia, who stated his support of the Rule as written.

Mr. Lambert called on David Word, Joe Tanner & Associates, who stated his
support of the Rule as written.

Mr. Lambert called on Wiley Harrison, Council for Quality Growth, who stated his
support of the Rule as written.

Mr. Lambert called on Bryan Tolar, President of Georgia Agribusiness Council, who
stated his support of the Rule as written.

Mr. Lambert called on Eston Melton, Tallulah River Watershed Council, who stated
his concern about criteria for approving interbasin transfers, and stated that the Board of
Commissioners of Rabun County was not in agreement with the proposed changes.

Mr. Lambert called on Gordon Rogers, Flint RiverKeeper and Georgia Water
Coalition, stated his concerns about grandfathered permits and said he was in favor of
strong regulations.

Mr. Lambert called on Kevin McGrath, Georgia Trout Unlimited, who stated his
concern that the language be changed from “should” to “shall” in the Rule for new
permits and re-permitting.

Mr. Lambert called on Joe Cook, Coosa River Basin Initiative, who stated his
concern that the language be changed from “should” to “shall,” as he believes the
wording “should” sends the wrong message.

Mr. Lambert called on Jack Dozier, Georgia Association of Water Professionals,
who stated his support of the Rule as written.

Mr. Lambert called on State Senator Ross Tolleson, who stated his support of
the Rule as written. He further stated that every stakeholder had a voice in the process
of writing the proposed Rule and that he would ask the Board to raise the bar by
passing it as written. He added that if the Rule needs to be strengthened going forward,
EPD and the Board can take another look at it in the future.
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Dr. Turner thanked Senator Tolleson for taking time to come to the Board
meeting to explain in depth the balance that this Rule affords.

Discussion ensued.

A motion was made by Mrs. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Walters and carried
unanimously that the Committee recommends that the Board adopt the Resolution to
approve the proposed amendments to Rules for Water Quality Control, Chapter 391-3-
6, pertaining to Surface Water Withdrawals. (Resolution attached hereto and made a
part hereof)

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



