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The January 27, 2009 meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites
Committee was called to order by Board Chairman, Phyllis Johnson. Chairman
Johnson called on Mabel Jenkins, Chairman of the Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites
Committee.

Ms. Jenkins called on Becky Kelley, Director, Parks, Recreation & Historic Sites
Division (PRHSD), to give a briefing on Georgia Performance Standards at Georgia
State Parks and Historic Sites.

Mrs. Kelley stated that current Georgia park programs include Junior Rangers,
Get Outdoors Georgia, and a Library Loan Program, which provides park guides and
passes to the public through the library system. She further stated that in addition to
these programs, PRHSD recently developed the Georgia Performance Standards
(GPS) and Interpretive Program to meet the new educational performance standards
identified by the Georgia Department of Education and to promote Georgia parks and
historic sites as outdoor classrooms. She added that the new program includes a web
page at gastateparks.org, which enables teachers to connect to GPS standards offered
by nearby state park programs, which include the new GPS Social Science, Earth and
Life Science studies. She demonstrated how teachers could interact with the web page,
link to park and historic site GPS educational materials, and find valuable resource and
field trip information.

She stated that the new GPS and Interpretive Program is an effort to connect
Georgia’s teachers and school children to the State’s natural, cultural and recreational
resources and activities that make learning exciting, real and fun. She added that
PRHSD is working through several networks to provide information to school systems
regarding the new GPS and Interpretive Program. In conclusion, she further added that
as an incentive, free park passes would be available to teachers who visit park or
historic sites during National Teacher Appreciation Week in May. (PowerPoint attached
hereto and made a part hereof)

In response to a question from Mr. Archer, Mrs. Kelley stated that PRHSD keeps
a score card of groups that visit State parks and historic sites.

Mr. Archer requested that PRHSD provide information to the Board on the scope
of visits by groups to State parks and historic sites.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



