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The December 7, 2010 meeting of the Parks, Recreation & Historic Sites
Committee was called to order by Board Chairman Jenny Lynn Bradley.

Chairman Bradley called on Philip Watt, Chairman of the Parks, Recreation &
Historic Sites Committee. Dr. Watt called on Becky Kelley, Director of the Parks,
Recreation and Historic Sites Division (PRHSD).

Director Kelley stated that at the August Board meeting PRHSD proposed an
amendment of the Park Pass Rule to discontinue free Wednesdays to be effective
February 1, 2011, by striking Rule 391-5-1-.03(3)-(b)-8, which exempts daytime visitors
on Wednesdays. She further stated that this recommendation is a component of
PRHSD’s efforts to make the state park system more self-sufficient and less reliant on
state general funds. She added that she estimates that the discontinuation of free
Wednesdays will result in approximately $484,000 in additional non-state funds annually
to support Georgia’s state parks and historic sites system.

Director Kelley stated that a public hearing was held on this issue and that forty-
four comments were given during that time, with 23 of those comments opposing the
discontinuation of free Wednesdays. She further state that there were alternatives that
could be used in lieu of the free Wednesdays, one of which was a free pass from any
library in Georgia.

Director Kelley stated that she would like to request that the Committee
recommend that the Board approve this proposed amendment.

A _motion was made by Mrs. Jenkins, seconded by Mr. Lambert and carried
unanimously that the Committee recommends that the Board approve the proposed
amendments to Park Pass Rule Chapter 391-5-1-.03, Access to Sites, which exempts
daytime visitors on Wednesdays with the effective date of February 1, 2011. (Proposed
Amendments attached hereto and made a part hereof)

Director Kelley stated that Friends of Georgia State Parks had been recognized
in a national magazine as one of the most progressive and well organized groups in the
nation. She further stated that the same magazine would be doing an article on
Direction 2015 approach as a long-term way to handle the current economic situation.

Director Kelley briefed on conservation hunts on state parks, junior golf program,
and business plans for parks and historic sites.

Mrs. Jenkins announced that a One Georgia grant had been given for Camp
Lawton and an Interpretive Center at Magnolia Springs State Park.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



