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The September 27, 2011 meeting of the Parks, Recreation & Historic Sites Committee was called
to order by Board Chairman Earl Barrs.

Chairman Barrs called on Steven Woodruff, Chairman of the Parks, Recreation & Historic Sites
Committee. Mr. Woodruff called on Wally Woods, Chief of Operations, for Parks, Recreation and
Historic Sites Division (PRHSD).

Mr. Woods called on Danny Tatum, Manager at Tallulah Gorge State Park and Chief of the
Search and Rescue (SAR) Team.

Mr. Tatum presented a PowerPoint on the SAR efforts in the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR). He stated that SAR was founded in the 1970’s and includes strictly volunteer associates from
PRHSD, Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) and the Environmental Protection Division (EPD).

Mr. Tatum stated that SAR operational components include incident management, search
management, high angle rope rescue, swift water rescue, cave rescue, helicopter operations, preventive
SAR education, emergency medical response and structure and wildland fires.

Mr. Tatum gave several examples of SAR rescues and stated that between 1994 and 2011, there
have been over 1,436 incidents that required SAR response.

Becky Kelley, Director of PRHSD, thanked Mr. Tatum for the presentation and stated that all of
the SAR volunteers should be commended for their efforts.

Director Kelley presented the National Association of State Park Directors President’s Award to
Andy Fleming and Glenn lvie of Friends of Georgia State Parks & Historic Sites, in recognition of their
outstanding service and commitment, and leadership to protect and enhance our natural and cultural
state park resources in Georgia.

Director Kelley gave an update about other items of interest, including the report that was given
to Governor Deal about the state of state parks. She placed a copy of that report at each member’s

seat.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



