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The March 24, 2009 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to
order by Board Chairman Bill Carruth.

Chairman Carruth called on Mr. Archer, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources
Committee.

Mr. Archer called on John Bowers, Assistant Chief, Game Management, Wildlife
Resources Division (WRD), to present a briefing on Proposed Amendments to Hunting
Regulations, Chapter 391-4-2, and Firing Ranges, Rule 391-4-9-.02.

Mr. Bowers stated that the proposed amendments to regulations governing the
hunting of game animals and game birds would cover the 2009-2010 and 2010-2011
hunting seasons. He further stated that starting in January 2009, eight public meetings
were held around the state to provide opportunities for the public to provide input into
the development of hunting regulations. He added that the public also submitted emails
and written letters, and that input on hunting regulations had been received from 328
participants. He further added that in February 2009, WRD examined the public input
and biological information collected, and formulated the proposed amendments. He
called attention to the information included in the Board packet.

He stated that the proposed amendments would be presented for public notice,
and that three public hearings would be held April 14 and April 15. He further stated
that at the May 27, 2009 Board meeting, the Board would be briefed on input from the
public hearings, and that the proposed amendments would be presented to the Board
for action. He added that in June, the popular hunting guide would be developed, and
would be printed and distributed to the public in July 2009.

He reviewed major changes in the proposed hunting regulations for 2009-2010
and 2010-2011season. He presented the proposed deer season dates and specific
zones, weaponry and length in days. He stated that the proposed amendments would
reflect statutory changes, managed white-tailed deer populations either sex days, set
seasons for rails and woodcock, expand alligator opportunity, expand counties open to
bear hunting in north Georgia, regulate hunting and other activities on wildlife
management areas (WMAs) and other state lands, adjust scheduling of hunting
seasons in accordance with calendar date changes and changes to firing range rules.

Mr. Bowers called attention to a handout that involved a rule change from WRD’s
Fisheries Management Section that would amend Rule 391-4-3 relating to Public
Fishing Areas (PFAs). He stated that the proposed amendments provide for alligator
and waterfowl hunting on PFAs that would comply with fishing and hunting regulations.
He explained that this change was necessary and would address a conflict in the
current process. He further stated that the proposed amendments would be inserted
into the packet of amendments for hunting regulations to be sent to Legislative Counsel
for public notice the first of April. He added that these changes would also be
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incorporated into public hearings to be held in April. (Handout and PowerPoint attached
hereto and made a part hereof)

Discussion ensued.

Chairman Carruth complimented Phyllis Johnson for her reappointment to the
Board of Natural Resources by Governor Perdue for another seven-year term.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



