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 The April 28, 2009 Wildlife Resources Committee meeting was called to order by 
Board Chairman Bill Carruth.   
 

Chairman Carruth called on Ray Lambert, Acting Chairman of the Wildlife 
Resources Committee in Mr. Archer’s absence.  Mr. Lambert called on Mark Whitney, 
Chief, Game Management, for a briefing on Georgia’s Urban Deer management Plan. 
 
 Mr. Whitney stated that over the last decade there had been an acceleration of 
human population grown in urban and suburban areas and that deer-vehicle collisions 
have increased.   He further stated that the Statewide Deer Management Plan 2005 – 
2014 addressed this issue, which directed the Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) to 
initiate a public planning process to facilitate gaining hunter access to private urban and 
suburban wildlife habitat.  He added that the Plan specifically speaks to private lands 
and after a task force was formed, they expanded the direction to include public as well 
as private lands. 
 
 Mr. Whitney stated that the public involvement process included assembling an 
18-member Urban Deer Advisory Committee that was representative of a number of 
different types of entities and agencies, specifically identifying stakeholders that had a 
vested interest in urban/suburban deer/human conflicts.  He further stated that the 
Urban Deer Management Plan recommended the following: (1) approaches that 
address deer issues in all settings; (2) hunting as a primary method of control; and (3) 
shared responsibility for addressing issues. 
 
 Mr. Whitney stated that issues to be addressed are hunter access, landowner 
liability, firearms ordinances, and public perceptions.  He further stated that the 
committee developed 26 separate recommendations to deal with this issue on public 
and private lands.  
 
 Mr. Whitney stated that the committed considered potential alternatives to 
hunting in both lethal and non-lethal areas.  He further stated that he believes most of 
these ideas are very feasible options to be implemented, while some would be too 
expensive or unlikely to take place. 
 
 Mr. Whitney stated that the role of the Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) is 
coordination, advisory, facilitation and technical assistance.  He further stated that 
participation by public and private entities is voluntary and that good examples exist for 
success. 
 
 Mr. Whitney stated that although no Board action is required on the Urban Deer 
Management Plan, he welcomes any comments or ideas from Board members.  He 
further stated that the Plan is ready to be signed by the Director of WRD and the 
Commissioner.  He added that WRD is now charged with implementation of the Plan 
and hopes to accomplish as much as possible considering present budgetary 
constraints. 
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 Mr. Lambert called on Dan Forster, Director of WRD, for an update.  Mr. Forster 
complimented Mr. Whitney and his staff for their work regarding the deer management 
issue.   
 
 Mr. Forster gave an update on an issue regarding the execution of an 
undercover operation where exotic animals including fallow deer, red deer, elk and 
mouflon sheep were being transported from a deer farm to a high fence facility for 
sport.  He stated that the individual had been served with administrative papers and he 
expects it to be several months before the issue is resolved. 
 
 Mr. Forster gave an update on the Peregrine Falcons who are nesting on the 53rd 
floor of the Sun Trust Building, the Go Fish Center in Perry, and the 18 tournament 
ramps that are being constructed.  He then gave an update of the licensing system 
issue. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 

 

  


