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 The May 27, 2009 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to 
order by Board Chairman Bill Carruth. 
 
 Chairman Carruth called on Bill Archer, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources 
Committee, who called on John Bowers, Assistant Chief of Game Management for 
presentation of the proposed amendments to the Hunting Regulations, Chapter 391-4-2; 
Firing Ranges, Rule 391-4-9-.02, and Public Fishing Areas, Rule 391-4-3-.09.  
 
 Mr. Bowers stated that the process of amending the Hunting Regulations began 
in January 2009, when eight public meetings were held around the state, allowing the 
public to provide input for consideration in the development of the Hunting Regulation 
proposals.  He further stated that in February, Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) staff 
began assembling the package that was presented to the board at the March meeting.   
He added that three public hearings were held around the state, allowing the public to 
comment on whether or not they supported the proposed amendments.   
 
 Mr. Bowers stated that he would like to request approval of the proposed 
amendments to the Hunting Regulations as presented at the March meeting, which 
established hunting seasons for the next two years in response to calendar shifts; 
expands alligator and bear hunting opportunities; expands coyote and feral hog hunting 
opportunities on Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs); adjusts the timing, length and 
frequency of deer hunts on WMAs and State Parks to facilitate management objectives 
while meeting public desires; provides regulatory tools for minimizing user conflicts and 
facilitating compliance on WMAs; amends the Firing Range Rules to address various 
housekeeping corrections, reflect enhancements in target technology, and meet public 
desires; and amends Public Fishing Area Rules to provide flexibility to the Department 
to allow hunting, fishing and other departmentally-sponsored activities at specified time 
periods between sunset and sunrise. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Walters and carried 
unanimously that the Committee recommends that the Board approve the proposed 
amendments to the Hunting Regulations, Chapter 391-4-2; Firing Ranges, Rule 391-4-
9-.02, and Public Fishing Areas, Rule 391-4-3-.09.  (Hunting Regulations attached 
hereto and made a part hereof)  
 
 Mr. Archer called on Dan Forster, Director of WRD for an update.  Mr. Forster 
updated the Committee on the activities over the Memorial Day weekend.  He stated 
that it was a fairly calm weekend, due to the inclement weather and that no boating 
fatalities or drowning incidents had been reported.  He further stated that a total of 12 
boating accidents had occurred with one serious injury reported.   
 
 Mr. Forster handed out a copy of an electronic newsletter from the Nongame 
Program and encouraged everyone to sign up to receive it.  He further stated that on 
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May 16, an estimated crowd of 1,800 individuals visited the Charlie Elliott Center for 
annual J.A.K.E.S. (Juniors Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics, and Sportsmanship) event. 
 
 Mr. Forster updated the Committee on the status of EGAL (Electronic Georgia 
Licensing) system.  He stated that WRD is in process of trying to identify counties who 
do not have licensed vendors and encourage them to get on board. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


