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The May 25, 2010 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to
order by Board Chairman Jenny Lynn Bradley. Chairman Bradley called on Joe
Hatfield, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources Committee.

Mr. Hatfield stated that there was one action item to be presented, and called on
John Bowers, Assistant Chief, Game Management, for presentation of the Proposed
Amendment to Rule 391-4-1-.62, Alligators.

Mr. Bowers stated that the Committee and Board had been briefed at the March
meeting regarding the proposed amendment to the alligator Rules. He further stated
that the proposed change would expand alligator hunting opportunities by increasing the
number of applicants selected to participate from 700 to 850. He added that the
alligator population is estimated to be 200,000. He further added that harvest rates and
average size of harvested alligators has remained stable.

Mr. Bowers stated that these efforts are consistent with the Department’s
objective of providing a quality hunting opportunity while maintaining a stable
population. He further stated that these changes will have a minimal effect on the
alligator population.

Mr. Bowers stated that the proposed change had gone out for public notice and
that all comments were favorable. He further stated that he would like to request the
Committee’s approval.

Discussion ensued with Mr. Bowers briefing the Committee and Board on the
Alligator Management Plan that is in the process of being developed.

A _motion was made by Mr. Bishop, seconded by Mr. Carruth and carried
unanimously that the Committee recommends that the Board approve the Proposed
Amendment to Rule 391-4-2-.62, Alligators. (Proposed Amendment attached hereto
and made a part hereof)

Mr. Hatfield called on Dan Forster, Director of Wildlife Resources Division, for
comments.

Director Forster gave a briefing on fresh water turtle harvest regulations, training
of bear dogs on national forest lands, white-nose syndrome that occurs in bats,
meetings with shooting preserve operators, and the Archery in the School Program.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



