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 The January 24, 2012 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by Board 
Chairman Philip Watt. 
 
 Chairman Watt called on Joe Hatfield, Vice Chairman of the Wildlife Resources Committee, who 
called on Mike Harris, Chief of Nongame Conservation Section, for presentation of an action item. 
 
 Mr. Harris stated that he would present the proposed Regulations for the Export, Farming and 
Sale of Native Fresh-Water Turtles, Chapter 391-4-16.  He further stated that during the 2010 Legislative 
Session, the Georgia General Assembly passed O.C.G.A. Section 27-3-19.1, which authorized the Board 
of Natural Resources to regulate the export, farming and sale of native fresh-water turtles.  He added 
that over the past 14 months, his staff has worked with a diverse group of stakeholders to develop 
regulations that balance the needs of conserving Georgia’s fresh-water turtles and the turtle farming 
industry.   
 
 Mr. Harris stated that the proposals include regulations to define commercial activities related 
to fresh-water turtles, specify unlawful activities, establish permits, establish limits, and set forth 
requirements for turtle farms, and for reporting.  He further stated that the proposals were given 
widespread distribution and that a public hearing was held on January 5, 2012, to receive comments.   
 
 Mr. Harris stated that he would like to request the Committee recommend that the Board 
approve this item as presented. 
 
 Mr. Hatfield called on Will Wingate, Vice President of Advocacy and Land Conservation for the 
Georgia Conservancy, who stated the Conservancy’s support for the Regulations as presented. 
 
 Mr. Hatfield called on Dr. Joseph Mendelson, Research Curator for Amphibians and Reptiles for 
Zoo Atlanta, who stated Zoo Atlanta’s support for the Regulations as presented. 
 
 A motion was made by Mrs. Jenkins, seconded by Mr. Johnson and carried unanimously that the 
Committee recommends that the Board approve the proposed Regulations for the Export, Farming and 
Sale of Native Fresh-Water Turtles, Chapter 391-4-16, as presented. (Copy of Regulations attached 
hereto and made a part hereof) 
 
 Commissioner Williams thanked Mr. Harris for his diligence and hard work in preparing the 
Regulations for presentation. 
 
 Mr. Hatfield called on Elizabeth Starkey, Communications/Marketing Manager, who presented a 
PowerPoint on Digital Communications and demonstrated how to sign up for these communications. 
 
 Director Forster gave a briefing on Nongame wildlife Conservation and Wildlife Habitat 
Acquisition fund (hand out given – attached hereto and made a part hereof), Weekend for Wildlife, one-
day and annual fees collected on selected Wildlife Management Areas (WMA’s),  Boat Registration 
transition to the Department of Revenue on July 1, 2012, Evans County Public Fishing Area (PFA) dyke 
renovation, Shooting Sports Partnership with Georgia Southern University, and distributed the new 
Sport Fishing Regulations. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 


