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The January 22, 2013 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by Board
Chairman Philip Watt. Chairman Watt called on Rob Leebern, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources
Committee, who called on Mark Whitney, Chief of Game Management, Wildlife Resources Division
(WRD).

Mr. Whitney stated that he would present for action the proposed amendments to General
Regulations, Chapter 391-4-6-.06, pertaining to Sapelo Island Access and Transportation Rules. He
further stated that the purpose of the proposed amendment is to mitigate increased operational costs
and maintain fiduciary responsibilities while meeting essential services and public use objectives.

Mr. Whitney gave background information on the Sapelo Island Access and Transportation Rules
for new Board members and for those who did not attend the briefing at the December 2012 meeting.

Mr. Whitney stated that the propose rule increases the round trip ferry fee from $S2 to $5 for
individual guests (e.g., private tour participants, overnight guests, day-use visitors, and private
contractors), and increases the round-trip ferry fee for department guests (e.g., SINEER tours, Reynolds
Mansion guests, WMA quota hunt participants, and Cabretta campground guests) is proposed to
increase from $10 to $15 (children from $6 to $10).

Mr. Whitney stated that public comments received on the proposed rules were supportive and
were summarized in the Board package.

Mr. Whitney stated that he would request that the Committee recommend that the Board
approve the item as presented.

A motion was made by Mr. Bagwell, seconded by Mr. McWhorter, and carried unanimously that
the Committee recommends that the Board approve the proposed amendments to General Regulations,
Chapter 391-4-6-.06, pertaining to Sapelo Island Access and Transportation Rules, as presented. (Copy
of General Regulations 391-4-6-.06 attached hereto and made a part hereof)

Mr. Leebern called on Colonel Eddie Henderson for a briefing on the South Georgia Bear Season.

Colonel Henderson stated that the Southern Zone Bear Hunting Season consists of three, 3-day
hunts — September 27 — 29, October 4 — 6, and October 11 — 13. He further stated that statewide you
can take two bears during the season, but in the Southern Zone, you can only take one from that area.
He added that the counties in the Southern Zone are Brantley, Charlton, Clinch, Echols, and Ware, which
encompasses the swamp areas of Georgia.

Colonel Henderson stated that there are many unique challenges in this area. He further stated
that Florida has stopped their bear season, which has migrated many of those individuals into Georgia.
He added that hunters in this area hunt bears with dogs, which is a unique culture.

Colonel Henderson showed several photos of how hunters lure bears with feeding and also the
results of DNR’s bear patrol.
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Mr. Leebern encouraged all Board Members to participate in Weekend for Wildlife and called on
Dan Forster, Director, Wildlife Resources Division, for an update.

Director Forster gave an update on Weekend for Wildlife, renovations of the Evans County and
Ocmulgee Public Fishing Areas, the resignation of WRD’s Public Affairs Manager, a special program for

Hunter Education graduates, and ongoing public hearings for the Hunting Regulations.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



