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The March 25, 2013 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by Board
Chairman Rob Leebern.

Chairman Leebern called on Philip Wilheit, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources Committee, who
called on John Bowers, Assistant Chief of Game Management, for a briefing on the proposed
amendments to Hunting Regulations, Chapter 391-4-2 and Firing Ranges, Chapter 391-4-9-.02.

Mr. Bowers stated that hunting regulation proposals are developed on a 2-year cycle and he was
presenting the regulatory proposals for the 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 hunting seasons. He further
stated several public meetings were held in January and the public input WRD received was substantial.

Mr. Bowers stated the purpose of the proposed amendments was to adopt hunting regulations
for the next two years which included modifying either-sex days to manage white-tailed deer, set
seasons for rails and woodcock, modify bear season in central Georgia, and regulate hunting and other
activities on WMA'’s, other state lands, and federal areas; increase administrative efficiency, consolidate
and repeal rules, customary housekeeping, and reflect statuary changes; and update firing ranges.

Discussion ensued related to the method and accuracy of the data collected by WRD concerning
white-tailed deer and the number of complaints in comparison to the number of registered hunters in
Georgia.

Mr. Bowers stated public hearings on these proposals would be conducted mid-April. He further
stated WRD plans to present these proposals to the Board for consideration at the May 21, 2013 Board
Meeting.

Chairman Wilheit called on Mark Whitney, Chief of Game Management and Terry West,
Assistant Director of WRD, to give a briefing on the Funding Model for Wildlife Conservation in Georgia.

Mr. West and Mr. Whitney gave a presentation on the Wildlife Sports Fish Restoration Program
funding and its impacts on DNR.

Chairman Wilheit stated that due to time constraints, the presentation on “Operation
Something Bruin” presented by Colonel Eddie Henderson and the division update by Director Dan

Forster would be postponed until the Tuesday, March 26, 2013 Board Meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



