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The April 29, 2013 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by Board
Chairman Rob Leebern.

Chairman Leebern called on Philip Wilheit, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources Committee, who
called on John Bowers, Assistant Chief of Game Management.

Mr. Bowers stated the item for consideration was a briefing on proposed Rule 391-4-9-.07,
“Falconry Permits.”

Mr. Bowers stated the purpose of the proposed rule was to facilitate Georgia’s compliance with
federal parameters and ensure Georgia’s falconers continue to practice falconry. He further stated
Georgia’s General Assembly recently adopted HB 274, which authorizes DNR’s Board to adopt rules to
bring Georgia in compliance with federal falconry regulations. He added that the falconry community
was supportive of these changes.

Mr. Bowers stated WRD plans to present the proposed rule to the Board at the May 21, 2013
meeting.

Chairman Wilheit called on Mark Whitney, Chief of Game Management, to present “The Science
Behind Wildlife Management.”

Mr. Whitney informed the Board of the science used to study populations and the
characteristics of populations. He further informed the Board of the education requirements,
responsibilities, and duties of a DNR wildlife biologist. He added that that WRD uses long-range
management planning when creating Wildlife Action Plans.

Chairman Wilheit called on Dan Forster, Director of WRD, for a division update.

Director Forster updated the Board on the bidding for license and boat registration contract; the
TVA trout stocking efforts at Lake Blue Ridge; the availability and purchase price of the new wildlife
license plates; the revision process of the State Wildlife Action Plan; and “Natural Communities of

Georgia” co-authored by WRD biologist John Ambrose.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



