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The June 25, 2013 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by
Chairman Rob Leebern.

Chairman Leebern called on Philip Wilheit, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources Committee, who
called on John Bowers, Assistant Chief of Game Management.

Mr. Bowers stated the first item for consideration would be a briefing on proposed amendments
to Hunting Regulations, Chapters 391-4-2-.43, 391-4-2-.45, 391-4-2-.47 through 391-4-2-.50, 391-4-2-.52
through 391-4-2-.54, and 391-4-2-.56, Waterfowl and Late Season Migratory Bird Regulations.

Mr. Bowers stated that under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) is named the primary authority for regulating the harvest of migratory birds. He further stated
the USFWS sets the framework for which the states must set their migratory bird hunting seasons.

Mr. Bowers stated the proposed waterfowl and late-season migratory bird hunting season dates
are within the framework that WRD anticipates will be offered by the USFWS.

Mr. Bowers stated the final proposal would be presented to the Board at the August Board
meeting.

Mr. Bowers stated the next item would be a briefing on the proposed adoption of Rule 391-4-2-
.33, Special Opportunity Turkey Season.

Mr. Bowers stated that during the 2013 session of the General Assembly, HB 207 was adopted
and signed by the Governor. He further stated this bill directs the Department to authorize the hunting
of turkeys by establishing a special season for youth (16 years and younger) and mobility impaired
persons. He added that the special season would occur the Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding
the state wide open turkey season.

Mr. Bowers stated that there are currently three scheduled public meetings to discuss the
proposed rule. He further stated that the final proposal would be presented to the Board for action at
the August 2013 Board meeting.

Chairman Wilheit called on John Biagi, Chief of Fisheries Management, for a briefing on the
proposed amendments to Fishing Regulations, Chapters 391-4-3-.03, 391-4-3-.05 and 391-4-3-.06.

Mr. Biagi stated the three proposed changes would (1) remove the season restriction for fishing
in the marked areas around three springs in Lake Blackshear,(2) modify the current length limit for
largemouth bass on Bear Creek Water Supply Reservoir, and (3) implement a new length limit for
largemouth bass on Lake Lindsay Grace in Wayne County.
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Mr. Biagi stated there will be three public hearings conducted to discuss the proposed
amendments and a public comment period will begin on July 1, 2013. He further stated the final
proposal would be brought to the Board at the August 27, 2013 Board meeting.

Chairman Wilheit stated the Committee had no other business.

Chairman Leebern stated there would be a short break, and the Board Meeting would begin at
10:25 a.m.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



