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The December 6, 2011 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by
Board Chairman Earl Barrs. Chairman Barrs called on Warren Budd, Acting Chairman for the Wildlife
Resources Committee in the absence of Chairman Philip Watt, and Vice Chairman Joe Hatfield.

Mr. Budd called on Mike Harris, Chief of Nongame Conservation Section, for a briefing on the
proposed Regulations for the Export, Farming, and Sale of Native Fresh-Water Turtles, Chapter 391-4-16.

Mr. Harris stated that during the 2010 Legislative Session, the Georgia General Assembly passed
0.C.G.A. 27-3-19.1, which authorized the Board of Natural Resources to regulate the export, farming
and sale of native fresh-water turtles. He further stated that over the past 14 months, the Nongame
Conservation Section has worked with a diverse group of stakeholders to develop regulations that
conserve Georgia’s fresh-water turtles, while allowing existing farming and commercial operations to
continue.

Mr. Harris stated that the proposals developed by the stakeholders will be given widespread
distribution to the public. He further stated that a public hearing on the proposed rules will be held on
January 5, 2012 to receive comments, and that he plans to present the proposals to the Board for
consideration and adoption at the January meeting.

Discussion ensued.

Mr. Budd called on Dan Forster, Director of Wildlife Resources Division, for an update.

Director Forster gave an update on Weekend for Wildlife, Boat Registration transition to the
Department of Revenue, and the Georgia Outdoor Recreation Pass implementation scheduled for

January 1.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



