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The February 6, 2015 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by
Chairman Ray Lambert.

Chairman Lambert called on Dee Yancey, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources Committee, who
called on John Bowers, Chief of Game Management, to give an update and review of the Alligator
Management Plan.

Mr. Bowers stated the purpose of the Alligator Management Program is to ensure the long-term
conservation of Georgia’s alligator population while providing sustainable harvest and other recreation
opportunities, promoting its value to wetland ecosystems, and minimizing conflicts.

Mr. Bowers gave an overview of the anticipated quota changes throughout the state. He stated
guota increases are anticipated in Zones 2, 5, 7 and 8 where data indicates healthy populations and
increasing trends; Zones 2, 4, and 9 have seen stable trends in alligator populations and anticipate no
guota changes; and Zone 6 anticipates a decreasing quota due to data indicating a declining trend.

Mr. Bowers stated Zone 1’s alligator population is a shared resource with the state of Alabama.
He further stated Lake Walter A. George is located in Zone 1 which is managed jointly with Alabama.

Discussion ensued concerning the population surveys of alligators on public and private land.

Mr. Sinyard asked Mr. Bowers to explain the success rate of newborn alligators. Mr. Bowers
stated the nesting rate is 70% but the survival rate is much lower and most do not survive.

Mr. Leebern asked Mr. Bowers to comment on the increasing number of alligator tag
applications in recent years.

Mr. Bowers stated 12,000 applications were received making alligator hunting the fastest
growing hunting opportunity in our state. He further stated alligator hunting is popular because it is a
social group activity that many see as a team sport.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



