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Jason Metzger
Sarah Vesser

The June 27, 2018 meeting of the Environmental Protection Committee was called to
order by Chairman Aaron McWhorter.

Chairman McWhorter called on Ray Lambert, Chairman of the Environmental Protection
Committee.

Mr. Lambert called on Jac Capp, Chief of the Water Protection Branch of the
Environmental Protection Division, to present the proposed amendments to Rules for Water
Quality Control, Chapter 391-3-6.

Mr. Capp stated federal regulations require EPD to revisit our water quality standards at
least every three years and update them as necessary. He further stated water quality
standards have three components: designated uses for every waterbody in the state, criteria
that support the designated uses, and an antidegredation policy. He added we started our
triennial review with a public hearing on February 26, 2016 and held a number of stakeholder
and public meetings to get as much input as possible and make sure all of our stakeholders
know what EPD is planning to do.

Mr. Capp stated that this triennial review: includes updates to ensure consistency with
the federal requirements, incorporates the use of compliance schedules in NPDES permits,
clarifies the definition for “estuarine waters”, includes pH in the definition of “natural
conditions”, adopts EPA’s 2016 recommended aquatic life cadmium criteria, revises bacteria
criteria indicator for drinking water and fishing designated uses to be consistent with the
indicator we have for recreational waters, and revisits the units for bacteria measurements. He
further stated we are proposing to adopt site- specific lake standards for Lakes Oconee and
Sinclair, and to update the designated use of a section of the Chattahoochee River from
“fishing” to “recreation”. He added this indicates that due to the increased use of that section
of the river for recreation purposes, it makes sense to update the designated to reflect a higher
level of use and a higher level of protection.

Mr. Capp stated we received a number of comments during the comment period. Mr.
Capp further stated that he briefed the Board in March, public notice began in April, and held a
public hearing on May 22, 2018. Mr. Capp added that he requests the Board’s favorable
consideration.

A motion was made by Mr. Bagwell, seconded by Mr. Leebern and carried unanimously
that the Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed
amendments to Rules for Water Quality Control, Chapter 391-3-6, as presented.
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Mr. Lambert called on Karen Hays, Chief of the Air Protection Branch of the
Environmental Protection Division, to present the proposed amendments to the Rules for Air
Quality Control, Chapter 391-3-1, Pertaining to Miscellaneous Changes and Updates.

Ms. Hays stated EPD periodically updates the Georgia Rules for Air Quality Control by
adopting by reference new federal regulations and amendments to existing federal regulations,
and this is part of our obligations under the Clean Air Act in order to retain the delegation of
our permitting program. She further stated we are removing some obsolete requirements and
making some minor corrections to the Georgia rules. She added the main features of the
miscellaneous package are: updating references to the Federal New Source Performance
Standards (NSPS) and National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs),
making revisions to the Duties of the Small Business Stationary Source Technical and
Environmental Compliance Assistance Program, clarifying that equipment used in firefighting
and firefighting training is exempt from permitting, and updating some definitions and rule
titles.

Ms. Hays stated she briefed the Environmental Committee in March, held a public
hearing on May 7, and the public comment period closed one week later. She further stated no
comments were received and no revisions to the proposal have been made since the briefing.
She added that she requests the Board’s favorable consideration of the proposed amendments.

A motion was made by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Mobley and carried unanimously
that the Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed
amendments to Rules for Air Quality Control, Chapter 391-3-1, as presented.

Mr. Lambert called on Karen Hays, Chief of the Air Protection Branch of the
Environmental Protection Division, to brief the Board on the proposed amendments to the
Rules for Air Quality Control, Chapter 391-3-1.

Mr. Hays stated EPD is proposing rule changes that will make the current agricultural
burning exemption less restrictive in response to House Bill 885. She further stated the current
rules for Georgia Air Quality Control generally prohibit open burning with some exceptions,
specifically “open burning to carry out recognized agricultural procedures necessary for the
production or harvesting of crops” is allowed under the current open burning rules. She added
House Bill 885 revised the Georgia Air Quality Act and allows burning on any agricultural tract,
lot or parcel greater than five acres if the burning is limited to vegetative material.

Ms. Hays stated EPD proposed to expand the open burning exemption for agricultural
purposes and burning of vegetative material over any agricultural tract, lot, or parcel greater
than five acres for purposes of any existing, expanding, or new agricultural operations will be
allowed. She further stated we are updating the “Specific County Restrictions” subparagraph to
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address some renumbering. She added we are updating the definition of “prescribed burning”
to remove language that was not consistent with HB 885.

Ms. Hays stated she is briefing the Environmental Committee today, the public hearing
is tentatively scheduled for July 31t and the public comment period will close about one week
after that. She further stated if no revisions to the proposal are needed, she will request
adoption of proposed amendments at the September Board meeting. She added she would be
happy to answer any questions at this time.

Mr. Davis asked about federal regulations that govern agricultural burning.

Ms. Hays responded that there are no federal regulations per se, but it might come into
play with what is in our State Implementation Plan, how we obtain those National Ambient Air
Quality Standards. With this change to the Rule, we will have to go back and amend our State
Implementation Plan to amend the provisions we are changing and make our case to EPA that
this will not change how we achieve the National Ambient Air Quality Standards.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



