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The January 23, 2024 meeting of the Environmental Protection Committee was called to
order by Chairman Dwight Davis.

Chairman Davis called on Ray Lambert, Chairman of the Environmental Protection
Committee. Mr. Lambert called on James Boylan, Chief of the Air Protection Branch, to present
action on Proposed Amendments to the Rules for Enhanced Inspection and Maintenance,
Chapter 391-3-20.

Mr. Boylan stated that Georgia’s Enhanced Inspection and Maintenance (/M) Program
covers gasoline-powered passenger vehicles registered in the 13-county Atlanta Metropolitan
Area. He further stated that this is required by the Clean Air Act Amendments for areas that were
moderate or higher nonattainment areas for the 1979 1-hour ozone standard. He added that
3,238,100 emissions tests were conducted in 2023, there are 700 vehicle emissions testing
stations, and 1,971 active inspectors (as of 12/21/2023).

Mr. Boylan stated that Georgia EPD recommends amending Chapter 391-3-20 of the Rules
for Enhanced Inspection and Maintenance to update definitions, update terminology, and
correct formatting and grammar.

Mr. Boylan stated that Rule 391-3-20-.05, “Emission Standards,” is being amended,
replacing the evaporative system function check with verification of presence of a fuel cap,
because a pressure test is no longer required. He further stated this will have minimal impact on
vehicle emissions.

Mr. Boylan stated that Rule 391-3-20-.06, “On-Road Testing of Exhaust Emissions by
Remote Sensing Technology or Other Means,” is being repealed, because on-road testing of
exhaust emission by remote sensing technology is no longer required. He further stated this will
have no impact on vehicle emissions. He added that this will save EPD $86,000/year.

Mr. Boylan stated after briefing the Environmental Committee of the DNR Board in
October 2023, there was a public hearing November 30, 2023, and a public comment period
ending on December 7, 2023. He further stated no comments were received during the comment
period.

Mr. Boylan requested a favorable consideration.

A motion was made by Mr. Garcia, seconded by Mr. Hatfield, and carried unanimously

that the Committee recommend the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the Proposed

Amendments to the Rules for Enhanced Inspection and Maintenance, Chapter 391-3-20.
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Mr. Lambert called on Ania Truszczynski, Chief of the Watershed Protection Branch, to
present the Proposed Amendments to the Rules for Safe Drinking Water, Chapter 391-3-5.

Ms. Truszczynski stated these amendments will add a Class IlIG public water system
classification to accommodate a new drinking water operator license classification. She further
stated that the Georgia Board of Examiners for Certification of Water and Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operators and Laboratory Analysts (“Board of Examiners”) has created a new classification
that will enable operators who treat only groundwater for drinking water systems serving a
population between 1,000 and 9,999 people to attend a more abbreviated training course that
does not go into technical details regarding surface water treatment.

Ms. Truszczynski stated that the Board of Examiners was requested by water systems to
create a new groundwater certification to help relieve the shortage of drinking water operators
for groundwater only systems. She further stated that the proposed amendments will
incorporate the new Class IlIG into the Rules for Safe Drinking Water.

Ms. Truszczynski stated that in preparing the proposed amendments, EPD issued a public
notice on September 28, 2023, conducted a public meeting on November 2, 2023, and accepted
comments from the public through November 9, 2023. She added that EPD did not receive any
public comments on the proposed amendments.

Ms. Truszczynski stated that after briefing the Environmental Committee of the DNR
Board today, there will be a public notice in January 2024 and a public hearing in February 2024.
She further stated she plans to request adoption of the proposed amendments at the March 26,
2024 DNR Board meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



